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LETTER 


MISGUIDED MEDIA 
Dear Huskers: 

I am an avid reader of preseason 
college football magazines, and I’m 
appalled at how some editors can go 
so far as to rank Nebraska out of the 
Top 10 polls just because they think 
the Huskers don’t have a lot of return- 
ing starters. 

Having followed the Huskers 
through the Devaney-Osborne era it’s 
obvious to me that the returning- 
starter theory just doesn’t work at 
Nebraska because we have so many 
great walkons and talented second- 
teamers. For these preseason football 
magazines to print that Nebraska 
won't be very good just because they 
only have LO starters returning just 
shows their editors don’t know much 
about Husker football. 

If you read the magazines closely, 
you can tell the ones that have 
checked up on the Huskers. A guy sit- 


| 


ting at a desk in New York City sim- 
ply can’t understand the depth of this 
team unless he checks around. They 
should subscribe to Huskers Illustrat- 
ed, and then they would know that 
Ray Valladao is a great player and 
Mike Murray is good, plus all the I- 
backs and the young offensive 
linemen. 

The great thing about following 
Nebraska football is that these young 
players we read about in 1988 will 
probably be the superstars on the 
1990 team that the media will proba- 
bly say isn’t going to be in the Top 10 
because the Huskers don’t have many 
returning starters. Phooey! 

Claude Ross 
Aurora, Neb. 


GENERAL OSBORNE 
Dear Huskers: 

Thank you for a wonderful maga- 
zine about America’s best school and 


football team. We are so lucky to have 
Tom Osborne. 

If our great country should ever be 
pulled into a war, there would be no 
more intelligent move than to appoint 
Tom Osborne as general for the 
armed forces. Coach Osborne’s strate- 
gy and intelligence are unequalled, 
and there is no more lethal attack in 
America than the great Husker 
offense. Steve Taylor is our Top Gun. 

Broderick Thomas would be Coach 
Osborne’s minister of defense as he 
would reject the on-coming advances. 

The fate of America would rest 
comfortably in the hands of General 
Osborne. Go Big Red! 

Dwayne Norris 
Clarkson, Neb. 


We want to hear your comments 
and answer your questions. Please ad- 
dress them to “Letters,” PO. Box 
§3222, Lincoln, NE 68501. 
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Tough Guy On the Block 


TIGHT END TODD MILLIKAN MAKES AN IMPACT 
ON THE LINE, DOWN FIELD AND IN THE END ZONE. 


The play wasn’t particularly signifi- 
cant in the outcome of the game. 
Nebraska led 28-0 at halftime of last 
season’s 42-3 victory over Iowa State. 

But it illustrated something very 
significant about Cornhusker tight 
end Todd Millikan. The senior from 
Shenandoah, Iowa, plays football with 
a drive that belies his quiet nature. 

Put another way, “Todd’s got great 
desire and intensity, tremendous hus- 
tle”? says Ron Brown, the Corn- 
huskers’ receivers coach. 

Less than a minute into the second 
half of the Iowa State game, I-back 
Keith Jones took a handoff, broke 
through an already weary Iowa State 
and headed goalward. Millikan, the 
backside tight end on the play, raced 
into the Cyclone secondary — “came 
streaking across the field like a wild 
man,” is the way Brown describes it 
— and knocked down the safety, tak- 
ing him completely out of the play. 

If Millikan hadn't gotten to the safe- 
ty, the safety probably would have got- 
ten to Jones. As it was, the safety went 
down, and Jones went 69 yards for the 
second of two touchdowns that day. 

Six more points for “End Zone.’ 
And another takedown for Millikan. 
Some accomplishments are their own 
reward. 

You won't find a statistic for 
takedowns, unless you rifle through 
the papers on Brown’s desk sometime. 
If you did that, you’d discover that 
Millikan had Nebraska’s most last 
season. 

“He was the best down-field block- 
er on the team, in terms of being able 
to knock people down in the secon- 
dary,’ says Brown, who has his own 
statistical system for evaluating 
receivers. One of the categories is 
down-field takedowns.” Millikan had 
the most. 

“That’s tremendous for a tight end 


to do because most of his blocking is 
done on the line of scrimmage, at the 
point of attack;’ Brown says. 

But Millikan doesn’t limit himself 
to that. “If the play’s away from him, 
he'll hustle downfield and cut off 
secondary people,’ says Brown. 

“A lot of it is Todd’s quickness. But 
it’s his desire, too. He’s the kind of guy 
who’s as intense as a freshman just 
coming in. You tell him to do some- 
thing and he doesn’t wait around. 

“He jumps to it right now.” 

Millikan has been that way since he 
arrived at Nebraska, probably before. 


Millikan 
scored from 
54 yards out 

against 

Missouri and is 
only four TDs 
short of the 

school record 
for tight ends. 


During a freshman preseason 
scrimmage his first year as a Corn- 
husker linebacker, “we were playing 
so-so on defense until Todd put a hit 
on a tight end. That made everybody 
play more aggressive,’ Dan Young, the 
freshman coach then, said at the time. 

“Todd’s not real talkative, but he 
gives us leadership by his determina- 
tion on the field.” 

Determination. Intensity. Different 
words for the same quality. Everyone 
seems to agree Millikan has it. 

John Melton, the Cornhuskers’ 
veteran linebackers coach, must have 


Huskers Illustrated 9 


seen it during his recruitment of 


Millikan. 

Nebraska had established contact 
with him during its summer camp, 
which he attended after his junior 
year in high school. So even though 
the Cornhuskers weren't certain what 
his best position was, they knew he 
had the instincts and physical talent 


Tough Guy On the Block 


to play somewhere. 

Millikan played everywhere during 
his high school career it seemed. 

“T remember I went over there and 
looked at some videotape of him, and 
he played fullback and some defen- 
sive end,’ says Coach Tom Osborne. 

“Todd had played some tight end 
the year before, so we just kind of 


Despite his extensive blocking duties, Millikan averages over 20 
yards a catch. 


recruited him as an athlete.” 

Nebraska wasn’t the only major col- 
lege interested in Millikan, Iowa State 
and Iowa tried to keep him in-state, 
of course, while Oklahoma, Notre 
Dame and Texas were among the out- 
of-state schools showing considerable 
interest. 

Millikan made recruiting visits to 
Oklahoma and the two Iowa schools 
but canceled trips to Texas and Notre 
Dame after announcing he would ac- 
cept the Cornhuskers’ scholarship 
offer. 

Iowa finished a distant second to 
Nebraska on Millikan’s list, with Iowa 
State getting little consideration, 
despite then-coach Jim Criner’s 
promise that he could play with the 
Cyclone varsity as a freshman. 

Iowa didn’t fare much better with 
Millikan, who grew up in south- 
western Iowa, an area that probably 
has more in common with Lincoln 
than Iowa City. 

Shenandoah, a community of some 
6,300 located on Highway 59 along 
the Nishnabotna River, equidistant 
from Clarinda to the east and Sidney 
to the west, is less than 100 miles 
from Lincoln. And you'll probably 
find as many, if not more, Cornhusker 
fans as Hawkeye fans in Shenandoah. 

Hayden Fry’s arrival in Iowa City 
has helped produce a balance there. 

The strong Nebraska following in 
Shenandoah is enhanced not only by 
Millikan’s success as a Cornhusker 
but also by the fact that another of the 
town’s own, Van Brownson, was a 
quarterback on Nebraska's national 
championship teams in 1970 and 
1971. 

Millikan says Brownson didn’t sig- 
nificantly influence his decision to be- 
come a Cornhusker. “But I talked to 
him before I came here on my 
recruiting trip, and he told me what 
to expect.” 

Rod Smith and Brad Tyrer were 
Millikan’s hosts during his visit to Lin- 
coln. He didn’t wait long after the 
visit to make his decision. 

Millikan knew he wanted to play at 
Nebraska, and there was a sense of ur- 
gency because “they didn’t have too 
many scholarships to give,’ he says. 

From the beginning, Millikan al- 
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Millikan (43) continues his big-game success with a touchdown in 
the Kickoff Classic. 


ways thought he'd be a tight end. But 
he started his Cornhusker career as 
a linebacker and was good enough 
that a year after he had moved to tight 
end, Osborne said he probably 
would’ve been among the top four 
linebackers. 

Millikan played well at linebacker 
in freshman-jayvee victories over Ells- 
worth, Iowa, Junior College and the 
Iowa State junior varsity, and he was 
off to a good start in a 31-26 victory 
over perennial power Coffeyville, 
Kan., Junior College in Coffeyville 
until he suffered a dislocated 
shoulder. 

The injury sidelined him for the re- 
mainder of the season, and he was 
granted a hardship year, which meant 
he came back the next fall as a fresh- 
man. He also came back as a tight 
end, 

During the summer, Osborne 
asked Millikan if he'd like to try play- 
ing a different position. “I told him, 


‘Sure. Whatever you want me to do.” 

Millikan spent the remainder of the 
summer catching passes with Mark 
Stanley, a high school teammate who 
played at South Dakota State until a 
knee injury ended his football career. 

“T felt pretty good about my hands,” 
says Millikan. “I never really worried 
about catching the ball as much as 
knowing my routes and making 
blocks.” 

During the time he’s played for 
Brown, Millikan has improved 
markedly as a blocker, 
years back, I think he was a little light 
for a tight end,” Brown says. “But last 
year, he really put on the weight and 
got very strong. He and (Tom) Ban- 
deras were dominating blockers.” 

Millikan, who weighed just over 
200 pounds when he arrived 
Nebraska, has increased his weight to 
nearly 240, without losing speed or 
quickness. 

“He has more quickness than he 


“A couple of 


has speed. He has decent speed, but 
he has excellent quickness,’ Brown 
says. 

Millikan is the Cornhuskers’ fastest 
tight end, having been timed at 4.93 
in the 40-yard dash. Consider what 
that says about his quickness. 

Millikan’s position switch became 
official at the beginning of fall camp 
his second year at Nebraska, on the 
day after Brian Hiemer, a senior tight 
end, died from a self-inflicted gun 
shot wound. 

Millikan never doubted Osborne's 
sincerity in asking him to change to 
tight end, even though ‘some people 
told me, “They just might be moving 
you around, and they might do that 
all the way until you graduate. You 
might never play. I didn’t think that’s 
what they were doing,” Millikan says. 

He lettered as a reserve, behind 
Todd Frain, a fellow lowan, and Ban- 
deras as a redshirted freshman, then 
came into his own as a sophomore, 
earning second-team All-Big Eight 
recognition behind Oklahoma's Keith 
Jackson. 

He led Nebraska's receivers with LL 
catches for 230 yards and four touch- 
downs after replacing Banderas as the 
starter in mid-season when Banderas 
was sidelined by a pulled hamstring 
and a strained knee. 

Millikan’s most important pass 
reception as a sophomore came when 
he and quarterback Steve Taylor 
teamed up for an l-yard touchdown 
with 1:26 remaining in a 27-24 victo- 
ry over South Carolina in Columbia, 
S.C. 

He also caught a touchdown pass 
in the Cornhuskers’ 30-15 victory over 
LSU in the Sugar Bowl that season. 

Millikan has made the most of his 
pass receptions at Nebraska. Seven of 
24 regular-season career catches have 
gone for touchdowns, and he’s aver- 
aged 21.5 yards per catch. Impressive 


statistics, especially for someone 
whose primary responsibility is 
blocking. 


At Nebraska, a tight end who can’t 
block like a lineman is no tight end 
at all, a fact that has led Osborne to 
remark: “(Cornhusker) Tight ends are 
part of the offensive line,’ 

And Millikan knows his way around 
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the block on that count, you might 
say. 

Because Nebraska depends on its 
tight ends more for their blocking 
than for their receiving, it’s easy to 
see how they can be taken for grant- 
ed. The position is not high-profile. 

But a severe groin pull, which 
slowed Millikan much of last season 
and kept him out of practice last 
spring, was a major concern going 
into this fall. 

Without a healthy Millikan, “‘we’re 
pretty average (at tight end);’ Os- 
borne says. On the other hand, with 
him healthy, “we're pretty good.” 

Even less than full-speed, Millikan 
excelled as a junior. He finished tied 
with wingback Dana Brinson for se- 
cond on the team in receiving, with 
13 catches for 287 yards and three 
TDs. 

“Todd had a good year,’ says Brown. 
“A lot of the skills he has came out 
early in the season, but as that injury 
progressed on him, his ability to get 
down field and do a lot of other things 
wasn’t quite as visible.” 

Still, “his ability as a blocker was 
evident all season,” Brown says. 

Millikan can’t put a percentage on 
the extent to which the groin pull 
limited his play last fall. But “I know 
it slowed me down on some things.” 

The groin pull eventually healed, 
but Millikan’s well-being had Osborne 
and Brown concerned when fall camp 
began. During the summer, Millikan 
was running the bases in a slow pitch 
softball game and experienced what 
he thought was a cramp. The problem 
was, a day or two later, the cramp had 
worsened. 

Diagnosis? A pulled hamstring. 

Millikan participated in Boyd 
Epley’s strength and conditioning 
class and regularly worked out with 
the other Cornhuskers who stayed in 
Lincoln over the summer, catching 
passes and generally feeling good. 

He felt so good, in fact, that he 
played on a slow pitch softball team 
in Lincoln, which was fun. 

He went home to Shenandoah, 
however, where some friends needed 
an extra player for a slow pitch team. 
Millikan, who was an above-average, 
high school baseball player, said okay. 


Millikan went 
head-on 
with all-star 
linebacker 
John Roper 
of A&M. 


That’s when the fun ended. 

Millikan was held out of practice at 
the beginning of fall camp and the 
hamstring healed sufficiently for him 
to start against Texas A&M in the 
Kickoff Classic opener. 

Nebraska has been blessed with 
quality tight ends over the last 10 sea- 
sons, among them Banderas, Frain, 
Jamie Williams, Mitch Krenk, and 
Junior Miller, a prototype. Williams 
was the last Cornhusker tight end to 
be first-team All-Big Eight. Oklaho- 
ma’s Jackson has had that honor 
locked up the last three seasons. But 
he’s gone now. 

Millikan has the physical ability and 
the experience to succeed Jackson on 
this year’s all-conference team. 

All he needs is to stay healthy. 

Millikan is among the most intense 
players on the team, Brown says. 

“Tn (position) meetings, you notice 
little things about Todd, like his eye 
contact. He’s so intense, he’s always 
nodding his head; he doesn’t miss a 
word. Most of the guys are laid back. 


They’re listening, perhaps.” 

But there’s never any doubt that 
Millikan is listening, absorbing every 
detail, making mental notes for future 
reference when he takes the field. 

“Todd’s up in his seat, very alert. 
And he'll ask questions,’ Brown says. 

During practice, ““Todd’s the first 
guy up to do a drill. If you need a tight 
end, you don’t have to wait on Todd,” 
says Brown. “He’s always the first one 
up. He feels like that’s what he’s sup- 
posed to do. And that’s good to see, 
especially since he’s a senior.’ 

Millikan hasn't lost the sense of fas- 
cination for the game nor the desire 
to please his coaches. “It’s almost as 
if he were a freshman, hearing a stern 
voice for the first time. He still has 
that kind of attitude,’ says Brown. 

Millikan’s attitude regularly 
manifests itself in a crunching block 
down field, when a surprised defen- 
sive back finds himself on the ground, 
watching in futility as a Cornhusker 
running back heads for the end 
zone. 
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Mike Babcock 


The Recruits Cometh 


With all due respect to playwright 
Eugene O'Neill as well as former Na- 
tional Basketball Association scoring 
champion George Gervin, the Iceman 
cometh to Nebraska. 

Actually, he’s already here. 

After a summer of waiting, it be- 
came official. Ray Richardson, also 
known as ‘Ice’? came to Lincoln in 
mid-August so he could settle in and 
get used to his new home before 
classes began. 

Richardson is a transfer from 
Hiwassee College in Madisonville, 
Tenn., and a member of what is ar- 
guably the best recruiting class in 
Cornhusker basketball history, 

In addition to the 6-foot-6 Richard- 
son, rated among the Top 30 junior 
college players in the country by Van 
Coleman, publisher of the National 
Recruiter’s Cage Letter, the class in- 
cludes 6-3 Eric Dolezal from LaPorte, 
Ind.; 6-6 Carl Hayes from West- 
chester, Il.; and 6-8 Dapreis Owens 
from Mansfield, Ohio. 

Dolezal, Haves and Owens are 
freshmen. 

The Huskers also signed 6-6 Lewis 
Geter from Linden McKinley High 
School in Columbus, Ohio, to a let- 
ter of intent, but Geter was a Prop 48 
and will sit out. 

All of Nebraska’s freshman recruits, 
including Geter, were ranked among 
the Top 50 or so in the country at 
their positions by Coleman, 

“We've never had this type of play- 
er,” says Cornhusker coach Danny 
Nee. They’re good enough that Nee 
is “sure a couple of them can come 
in and contribute (immediately).” 

Richardson, in particular, is expect- 
ed to step in and play right away. 

Nee doesn’t recruit junior college 
players if he doesn’t think they can 
help immediately. 

First, however, Richardson had to 
get eligible, which meant summer 
school at Hiwassee. 

Nine weeks of study. 

“LT had no other choice. I didn’t 


want to sit out,” says Richardson, who 
was so determined to be eligible, he 
spent all of his free time studying. “I 
didn’t play basketball at all. 

“Once in a while I'd go over to the 
gym. But I was so out of shape when 
I got here (Nebraska). . .” 

Richardson says he spent much of 
his first few weeks in Lincoln, jogging 
and playing pick-up basketball with 
former Cornhusker Derrick Vick, 
“my buddy.’ 

Vick was Richardson's host during 
his recruiting visit last March. 

Anyway, after finishing summer 
classes at Hiwassee, Richardson dedi- 
cated himself to regaining his touch. 
He averaged 19 points per game and 
shot 51 percent from 3-point range 
last season. He also averaged seven re- 
bounds and six assists. 

His coach at Hiwassee, Hugh Wat- 
son, says Richardson is “‘an offensive 
threat. He’s got NBA range. He can 
shoot the threes. Ray can step right 
in offensively. 

“He can score with anybody.’ 

Nebraska assistant Lynn Mitchem, 
who played against Richardson in 
pick-up games, agrees with Watson, 

Mitchem compares Richardson to 
Gervin, who was nicknamed “The 
Iceman.” 

“He shoots like Gervin and handles 
the ball like Gervin,” Mitchem says. 
“He even looks like Gervin,’ which 
helps explain his nickname: “Ice.” 

“He can add a dimension to our 
team,’ says Mitchem, who first saw 
Richardson play as a sophomore at 
Adams High in South Bend, Ind,, a 
school Mitchem also attended. “Ray 
was rated one of the 12 best (sopho- 
mores) in the country. He’s legit,” 
Mitchem says, 

Nee became aware of Richardson 
about the same time Mitchem did. 

Nee, the head coach at Ohio 
University then, recruited one of 
Richardson’s teammates at Adams 
High. 

Richardson was a two-year starter 


and three-year letterman at Adams, 
then transferred to Oak Hill Acade- 
my in Mouth of Wilson, Va., as a 
senior. Oak Hill had a high-powered 
basketball program, says Richardson. 

The year he was there, the team 
played tournaments in New York City 
and the Virgin Islands. Richardson 
came down with walking pneumonia 
on the latter trip, but he still played 
in the tournament. “We were serious 
(about basketball)” he explains. 

He signed with Auburn but would 
have been ineligible as a freshman be- 
cause of Prop 48. Instead, he played 
at San Jacinto, Texas, Junior College 
his freshman year. 

San Jacinto is a perennial juco pow- 
er and a regular at the National Junior 
College Athletic Association (NJCAA) 
post-season tournament in Hutchin- 
son, Kan. 

Richardson transferred to Hiwassee 
for his sophomore season because the 
San Jacinto coach left for South 
Alabama. 

Nebraska landed Richardson be- 
cause, the early bird really does get 
the worm. 

Watson thought Richardson was 
going to sign with San Diego State. So 
did Aztec head coach Jim Branden- 
burg. In fact, Brandenburg walked 
into the Hiwassee College gym with 
Watson at about 8:10 a.m., April 13, 
the first day a letter-of-intent can be 
signed, to deliver a letter to Richard- 
son, only to discover he had signed 
with Nebraska. 

Nee and Mitchem “got him out of 
bed, and he signed about 8 o'clock,” 
Watson says with a laugh. If they had 
arrived later than Brandenburg, “they 
wouldn’t have gotten Ray. He'd have 
gone to San Diego State instead.” 

It was “like a 007 movie,” says 
Watson. 

“It was pretty exciting.” 

Actually, Nee and Mitchem didn’t 
get him out of bed. It was the other 
way around, says Richardson. 

“They couldn’t come to my dorm, 
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so I called them and told them to 
come early to the gym,” he says, “I 
had made a verbal commitment to 
San Diego State, but my grandmother 
didn’t want me to go to California, 
and I was starting to regret that I had 
committed.” 

Nee and Mitchem left Madisonville, 
Richardson’s signed letter-of-intent in 
hand, and flew to LaPorte, Ind., 
where they picked up Dolezal’s 
signed letter. 

Dolezal orally committed to 
Nebraska in February but had to wait 
until April to make it official. He was 
one of the top 40 recruits in Indiana, 
according to Joe Otis, his coach at 
LaPorte High School. 

“He’s done about everything a kid 
can do (at the prep level),’ Otis says. 

As a senior, Dolezal averaged 24.2 
points and 9.1 rebounds per game. His 
free throw percentage, 66, was decep- 
tive, Otis says. “Eric shot about 90 
percent when it really mattered. He’s 
just a great clutch player. He’s really 
going to surprise some people. 

“He's a Big Eight player’ 

So are Hayes and Owens. 

Hayes played at Westchester St. 
Joseph High in suburban Chicago, the 
same school where Detroit Piston 
Isiah Thomas played and from which 
Nebraska recruited sophomore guard 
Clifford Scales. 

Hayes was somewhat of a sleeper 
since he was St. Joseph’s sixth man as 
a junior, averaging nine points and 
seven rebounds for a team that 
reached the semifinals of Illinois’ 
large schools state tournament. 

In addition, “Carl didn’t go to any 
of the (all-star) camps, so the only 
coaches who knew about him were 
those who saw him play in the sum- 
mer,’ says Gene Pingatore, the St. 
Joseph coach. 

Hayes signed a letter-of-intent with 
Nebraska during the early signing 
period, in November, after visits to 
Colorado State and Texas-El Paso. 

By the time other major colleges 
heard about him, it was too late. 

Owens also signed an early letter 
with the Huskers, after visiting Ten- 
nessee and Cleveland State. He’s 
probably the most publicized of 
Nebraska’s_ recruits. Coleman des- 


cribes him as a “big-time leaper’’ who 
is “explosive down low.’ 

Owens averaged 27 points, 14 re- 
bounds and four blocked shots per 
game as a senior. He shot 59 percent 
from the field, and his 1,472 career 
points were the most in his school’s 
history. 

He was second-team All Ohio, two- 
time District Player of the Year and 
the Northern Ohio Player of the Year. 

Owens was also the leading scorer 
in the McDonald’s Ohio-Kentucky 
All-Star game, finishing with 29 
points, 

Interestingly enough, Nebraska’s 
recruitment of Geter may have 
helped land Owens, who had indicat- 
ed he might not sign a letter-of-intent 
early. The two met for the first time 
at a summer basketball camp when 
they were high school freshmen. They 
competed against each other through- 
out high school, Owens at Mansfield 
Senior and Geter at Columbus Lin- 
den McKinley. 

Ohio State reportedly delayed 
offering Owens a recruiting visit be- 
cause it feared he wouldn't be eligi- 
ble as a freshman under Proposition 
48. That didn’t stop Nebraska, even 
though Nee had to wait until the sum- 
mer for word Owens had met the re- 
quirements. 

When he found out Owens would 
be eligible and Geter wouldn't, Nee 
said: “This is like the kid coming 
home with the report card — I’ve got 
good news and I've got bad news. 
Which do you want to hear first? The 
good news is Dapreis Owens made it. 
The bad news is Geter didn’t make it.” 

Geter came up short on his ACT 
score, 

“To put this in perspective, there is 
a stigma associated with youngsters 
who don’t pass the test. I feel very 
strongly that Lewis is a quality per- 
son and a good student,’ Nee says. 
“He’s just not a good student in tak- 
ing tests. I think he'll show over the 
next couple of years that he'll come 
to the University and someday 
graduate. 

“There is no doubt in my mind that 
he has the character and the academ- 
ic ability to do that. It’s just unfor- 
tunate he didn’t test well.’ 


Prior to the determination that 
Geter would have to sit out this sea- 
son, Basketball Weekly ranked 
Nebraska's recruiting class 24th in the 
nation. Missouri, at No. 18, was the 
only other Big Eight school in the top 
25. 

Kentucky was rated No. 1. 

Van Coleman rated the Cornhusker 
recruiting class three places higher, 
No. 21. “It’s been a while since the 
Cornhuskers have had a recruiting 
class rated this high,’ Coleman wrote. 
“But don’t look for Danny Nee & Co. 
to make this their last.” 

Even with Geter having to wait a 
year to play, this class is “first in line 
of talented groups that may be head- 
ed to Nebraska,’ Coleman concluded. 

Though Nee and his assistants will 
make the final determinations, Cole- 
man ventured a prediction regarding 
the recruits. “All should see playing 
time but look for Richardson to start 
for sure,’ he wrote. 

“T just want to help as much as I 
can,” says Richardson. The important 
thing is, [ce is on his way. 


1988-89 Nebraska Cornhusker 
Basketball Schedule 


(Home games start at 7:35 p.m., 
unless otherwise noted) 
(All times CST) 


November 10 Athletes in Action* 
November 47. Australian All-Stars* 
November 26 Creighton 
November 30 Michigan State 
December 2 Ameritas Classic 
North Texas State 
Ameritas Classic 
Consolation game 
Championship 
December 5 Idaho at Moscow, Idaho 
December 41 Texas Tech at Lubbock, Texas 
December 14 Ohio State at Columbus, Ohio 
December 17 Furman 
December 23 Drake 
December 28 Chaminade Tournament 
January 3 Sam Houston State 
Jonuary 7 Oklahoma 
January 42 Northern Illinois 
January 14 Oklahoma State at Stillwater, Okla, 
January 47 Maryland/Baltimore County 
January 24 Kansas State 
January 23 Wyoming 
January 28 Missouri 
February 4 lowa State at Ames, lowa 
February 4 Konsas 
February 8 Colorado at Boulder, Colo. 
February 14 Kansas State at Manhaitan. Kan, 
February 14 Oklahoma State 
February 19 Missouri at Columbia, Mo, 
February 22 Colorado 
February 25 = lowa State 
March 4 Kansas at Lawrence, Kan, 
March 4 Oklahoma at Norman, Okla, 
March 10-12 Big Eight Tournament 

at Kansas City, Mo. 


December 3 


“Exhibition 
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GETA 
BIG RED CD 


With an American Charter 12-month Big Red CD, every time the Huskers 
score a victory, you score extra interest* on top of our already competitive rate. 

You can open a Big Red CD between now and November 19th with as little as 
$500. And when you deposit $2,500 or more in a new or renewing** Big Red CD, you'll 
also receive a special Big Red souvenir. 

So stop by an American Charter branch office today and ask about our Big Red 
CD. It'll have the Huskers pulling down great rates for you all season long. 


“The American Charter Big Red CD is a 12-month CD opened between August 8 and November 19, 1988. Each AM 
Cornhusker football win during the regular season will increase your rate by .05%. Interest compounded ERICAN 


annually from day of deposit. Bonus interest does not apply in the case of early withdrawal. Penalty for early CH ARTER 
withdrawal. 

**Renewing Big Red CDs can qualify for premiums by adding a minimum of $2,500 to a rollover balance. Federal 

See your branch for details. . FOES ats Loans 
EAS Proud to be here. Ready to help. 


Offices in Beatrice, Bellevue, Columbus, Crete, Fairbury, Hastings, Kearney, Lexington, Lincoln (5 locations), McCook, Minden, 
North Platte, Ogallala, Omaha (8 locations), Seward, Superior, Valentine, Wymore, and York. 


HUSKERS REVIEWED 


Rod Henkel 


Do You See, L.A.? 


HOLLYWOOD AND THE AWAITING BRUINS GOT AN EYE-FULL 
AS NEBRASKA KILLED UTAH STATE. 


Nebraska’s first-stringers were sit- 
ting on the bench, talking with fans, 
and even signing autographs as the 
fourth quarter wound down Saturday 
afternoon. 

That was fine with many of the 
Cornhusker boosters who remained 
in the stands. They came to watch fu- 
ture stars — the players sitting third, 
fourth, and fifth on the depth chart. 

Saturday’s outcome against Utah 
State had been decided before any 
fans reached Memorial Stadium. Most 
oddsmakers failed to put a line on the 
game featuring the Huskers, ranked 
second and third by the major wire 
services, and the Aggies, a team NU 
defeated 56-12 on opening day a year 
ago. 

The 63-13 Nebraska win may have 
exceeded most predicted margins of 
victory, but Husker diehards chose to 
come to Lincoln for other reasons 
than to watch a lopsided game. 

“It’s fun to see the younger play- 
ers coming up,” said Myron Hahn of 
Nebraska City, one of the spectators 
who looked over and around depart- 
ing fans as Husker reserves finished 
the massacre. 

“See if they are as good as they’re 
written up to be,’ said Bruce Uher of 
Western. His wife Diane added, “I 
think (fans) are cheering for them to 
be as good or better than they say.’ 

Big Red fans had their chance to 
examine all the future stars Saturday, 
even players they probably have never 
heard of before. 

Take John Roschal, third-string 
offensive left guard. He saw extensive 
action (Roschal said he played four 
series) for the first time since the 1987 
Utah State game. The graduate of 
Spring Woods High School in 
Houston has something special for 


Utah. 


l-back Terry Rodgers twirls around the Aggies. 


Besides playing against the Aggies 
in his first game as a sophomore a year 
ago and seeing action again Saturday 
after suffering an injury in his only 
play against UCLA last season, 
Roschal spent two days in the Beehive 
State. 

When he and his wife had car trou- 
bles last spring, they stayed two nights 
in a Utah town of less than 1,000 
population. Roschal said he got to 
know the townspeople well. He ap- 
preciated their hospitality. 

Memories of that two-day stay, 
which made him late for the first day 
of spring practice, returned to Roschal 


with the Aggies coming to Lincoln. 

“They didn’t get as excited as peo- 
ple would around here if you’re a 
Nebraska football player and got 
stranded,” he said. “I did think about 
it approaching this week. Utah has a 
lot of good things for me.’ 

In all, Coach Tom Osborne sent 
104 players in to face the Aggies 
Saturday, including seven different 
left cornerbacks. 

When Nebraska took possession of 
the football the second time after in- 
termission leading 35-7, Osborne 
called on his second offense and 
signal-caller Gerry Gdowski. 
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Huskers Reviewed 


The Huskers promptly scored 
twice more, a 2-yard run by Terry 
Rodgers and a 6-yard Gdowski pass to 
No. 4 wingback, Brad Devall. 

Enter the third string and quarter- 
back Mickey Joseph, who Hahn said 
he was hoping to see. 

On his first play from scrimmage, 
Joseph kept the football around right 


SCORING SUMMARY 


end — just as Gdowski had on his in- 
itial play of the game — and gained 
17 yards. 

Two plays later, Joseph threw a 
7-yard completion to  third-string 
wingback Jamie Worden, where the 
redshirt freshman faked to the right 
and fired left to Worden before look- 
ing at the receiver. 


Broderick 
Thomas 
pounded 
U-State for 
three tackles 
for losses. 


Utah State 13, Nebraska 63 


UIRGAY STCHS. wees ven Dice avidtocenatrastectaies tie 
INGBIESKCH wciniferies tasdischsdioactninverties 


Neb — Taylor 22 run (Barrios kick). 

Neb — Schmidt 6 run (Barrios kick). 

Neb — Taylor 45 run (Drennan kick). 

Neb — Bell 11 pass from Taylor (Drennan kick). 
Neb — Clark 7 run (Barrios kick). 

USU — Newman 4 pass from Snyder (Moody kick). 
Neb — Rodgers 2 run (Barrios kick). 

Neb — Devall 6 pass from Gdowski (Drennan kick). 
Neb — Joseph 8 run (Drennan kick). 

Neb — Gdowski 4 run (Janky kick). 

USU — Smith 15 pass from Snyder (pass failed). 


Attendance: 76,233. 


OG F- 36 
14 14 14 24 


— 13 
— 63 


18 September 10, 1988 


Joseph, a consensus prep all- 
American, scored from eight yards 
out two plays later, giving Nebraska a 
56-7 lead. 

“Exciting,” is how he described his 
first touchdown as a Cornhusker. “I 
didn’t think things would go that 
smooth and easy on the touchdown.” 

Joseph (three carries, 34 yards) and 
Gdowski (six carries, 41 yards) shared 
duties on the next drive, which 
Gdowski climaxed with a scoring 
sneak from 1 yard out. Fourth-string 
quarterback Jerry Dunlap later took 
a snap. 

Thirteen Cornhuskers ran the ball 
against Utah State and starting I-back 
Ken Clark led all rushers with 90 
yards on 12 carries. No. 1 quarterback 
Steve Taylor was the game’s second- 
leading rusher with 74 yards on nine 


runs, including a pair of first-half 


touchdowns. 

Taylor and the NU defense virtual- 
ly owned the first 30 minutes of the 
game. 

The senior followed an 1l-for-22, 
125-yard passing performance at the 
Meadowlands with 217 total offensive 
yards versus the Aggies, 179 coming 
before halftime. 

Taylor ran twice for 35 yards in the 
Huskers’ nine-play, 80-yard scoring 
drive to open the game. His 22-yard 
scoring scamper around left end was 
an option play with Clark trailing in 
case the need arose for a pitch. It 
never did. 

For NU’s third score, Taylor capped 
a nine-play, 7l-yard drive when he 
dropped back as if to pass before per- 
fectly executing the quarterback draw 
and following the block of split end 
Morgan Gregory into the end zone. 

“He’s everything they say he is,’ 
said Utah State coach Chuck Shelton. 
“In fact, I talked to him after the 
game and I told him we would name 
our practice field after him if he want- 
ed to transfer to our school, but he 
didn’t seem very interested in that.’ 

NU’s offensive line gave Taylor 
enough time to look at all of his 
receivers once and some a second 
time if he wanted. 

Starters Bob Sledge, John Nelson, 
(who was honored with two banners 
in Memorial Stadium), Doug Glaser, 
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Andy Keeler, and returned-from- 
injury Jake Young turned in another 
A-plus performance. 

On the Cornhuskers’ final first-half 
possession, Taylor sandwiched a 
34-yard completion to Dana Brinson 
between two strikes to Richard Bell, 
one of 29 yards and the other an 
ll-yard touchdown. 

“Our goal this week was to get the 
offense clicking,’ said Bell, who 
caught three passes for 77 yards. “I 
thought we did pretty well today.’ 

Bell’s touchdown grab put Nebras- 
ka ahead 28-0 and started a red and 
white wave, which began in the 
southeast section, circling Memorial 
Stadium. 

The fans were already beginning to 
get bored. 

The Black Shirts kept Brent Snyder 
and Company from getting bored the 
first two periods. Snyder, the Aggies’ 
record-setting quarterback, complet- 
ed eight of 16 passess for 80 yards be- 
fore intermission, but felt the heat of 
the Husker rush. Snyder often used 
a shotgun formation or roll-out plays 
to try and avoid penetrating 
defenders. 

Noseguard Lawrence Pete, on his 
first play in 1988, sacked Snyder for 
an 8-yard loss near the end of the first 
period and outside linebacker Mike 
Croel dropped the Aggie signal-caller 
for a loss of 6 yards seven minutes 
later. 

With the addition of Pete, who did 
not make the trip to the Kickoff Clas- 
sic, Nebraska again has three solid 
noseguards. Mike Murray and Junior 
Monarrez are Nos. 1 and 2. “The 
noseguard position is in pretty good 
hands,” said NU defensive coordina- 
tor Charlie McBride. 

Utah State managed 58 total yards 
the first half, including a negative 22 
on the ground. 

Broderick Thomas paced Husker 
defenders with three tackles for 23 
yards in losses. 

“T thought the defense played a 
tremendous first half?’ Osborne said. 

After receiving the kickoff to start 
the second half as they did to open 
the game (the Aggies chose the wind 
the first quarter), the Cornhuskers 
scored in six plays. Taylor and the 


The Black Shirts swarmed Utah State, allowing only 22 
rushing yards all day. 


other offensive starters sat back and 
enjoyed the remainder of the game. 

However, NU’s first-string defense 
stayed on the field the next 7:18 as the 
Aggies drove 73 yards in 15 plays to 
finally erase the goose egg from the 
right side of the scoreboard. 

Osborne, who admitted a possible 
letdown by the Black Shirts, said he 
was disappointed by the drive. “We 
had our best people out there and 
they just took it right to us,” he said. 

That was the only time. Besides 
that third-quarter drive and another 
71-yard fourth-period march against 
low depth-charters, Utah State gained 
just 62 yards. 

A “dime defense,’ where NU em- 
ploys an extra defensive back, helped 
shut down USU’s potent passing 
attack. 

Snyder completed 21 of 39 passes 
for 187 yards and Kendal Smith 
caught eight for 108 yards. McBride 
said the Huskers used the dime 
defense about 75 percent of the time. 

“Tt gives us better people in there 
speed wise,” he said. 


Although Snyder, Smith and the 
other Aggies do not have quite the ta- 
lent of UCLA’s passing weapons, ac- 
cording to McBride, Utah State 
provided a good simulation. 

“Snyder and (UCLA quarterback 
Troy) Aikman are two of the finest 
throwing quarterbacks we'll see all 
year.” McBride said. “This was a good 
game for us going into the UCLA 
game.” 

Osborne instructed his defensive 
secondary to keep Snyder from com- 
pleting the long strikes, said starting 
strong safety Reggie Cooper. 

Snyder’s longest completion was a 
34-yarder to Smith in the first quart- 
er. That potential scoring drive end- 
ed when Mark Blazek, senior safety, 
intercepted a Snyder pass in the end 
zone. 

“Tt was a challenge for us D-backs 
to stop him from getting the long 
ball?’ said Cooper, who led Nebraska 
with six tackles, four unassisted. 

Nebraska, meanwhile, moved the 
football practically at will. Osborne 
said, “I was pleased offensively with 
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Security Mutual Life 


is proud to present 


PLAYER OF THE WEEK 


Security Mutual Life has been sharing the 
winning tradition of Nebraska for 93 years and 
you can count on us to continue that tradition. 


Taylor Primed for Showdown 


Coaches and players alike have no- 
ticed a change in Steve Taylor's 
leadership. 

“He feels relaxed out there like he 
did his senior year in high school,” 
said Coach Tom Osborne. 


Taylor accounted for 217 yards of 


total offense to give Nebraska a big 
enough lead to let reserves play the 
last quarter and a half against Utah 
State. 

The senior, three-year starter com- 


Steve Taylor 
had his most 
accurate 
passing day 
ever. 


pleted seven of nine passes, being 
given all day to pass by his offensive 
line. His 143 passing yards moved him 
ahead of Jeff Quinn on NU’s all-time 
passing list with 2,018 yards. 

Taylor’s receivers have noticed a 
rise in the quarterback’s confidence. 

“For one thing, his confidence level 
is really high,” said wingback Richard 
Bell, who caught three passes for 77 
yards Saturday. ““He comes in and 
tells you, ‘You run the pattern and [ll 
get you the ball? We weren't getting 
that kind of feedback from him last 
year.” 

Taylor also picked up 74 yards on 
nine rushes, including a pair of first- 
half touchdowns. 

He threw an L1-yard scoring strike 
— the 2lst of his career — to Richard 
Bell in the second period. 

Osborne said he questioned his 
quarterback’s actions “only one or 
two times” against the Aggies. His se- 
cond scoring jaunt, a 15-yarder at the 
3:59 mark of period No. 2, came on 
a quarterback draw. 

No one Cornhusker became a 
workhorse in Osborne’s offensive at- 
tack because of the lopsided score, 
but Taylor gained more than a third 
of NU’s yards. He’s passed for 288 
yards in two games. 

I-back Ken Clark, one of 13 Corn- 
huskers who ran with the football 
Saturday, was the game's leading rush- 
er with 90 yards on 12 carries, includ- 
ing one touchdown. 
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Huskers Reviewed 
es 


our team’s performance. They were 
very consistent today.’ 

So consistent, in fact, that the 
Cornhuskers gained 295 yards the 
first half and 295 yards after inter- 
mission. 

Nebraska used various offensive 
sets throughout the contest, includ- 
ing the wishbone on several oc- 
casions. 

Second-string fullback Bryan Car- 
penter logged his longest run of the 
day from the bone when he followed 
blocks by Tom Punt, Bill Bobbora, 
and Jeff Anderson for a 12-yard gain 
in the second frame. 

The wind, gusting out of the north- 
west at 23-30 miles per hour and 
blowing tumbleweeds down 10th 
Street near the stadium, nearly 
matched Utah State for its best defen- 
sive play of the game. 

With the Huskers at their 38 after 
the first play of the second half, a gust 
knocked the ball back 2 yards before 
officials replaced it. The Aggies 
managed just one sack against Taylor 
and 17 yards in total losses. 

“Overall, I thought we played them 
better than we did last year,’ Shelton 
said. “I thought we would play bet- 
ter offensively, but defensively what 
I was afraid might happen to us did.” 

Because of the lopsidedness of the 
score, Big Red boosters found other 
things to cheer about after inter- 
mission. 


Yards Passing 


Fumbles - Lost 


Third Down Conversions boa 


Final Score 


Time of Possession Ke alesal 


Charles Fryar 
and the 
Black Shirt 
secondary shut 
down the 


Aggie passing 
game. 


The loudest noise came prior to the 
Aggies’ initial score. After a 12-yard 
Snyder-to-Brett Payne pass moved 
Utah State to the NU 1, Snyder twice 
backed away from center and told 
referee Sam Mahis he could not hear 
the count. The crowd noise just grew 
more intense with the urging of 
Nebraska players. 

After the Huskers answered Utah 
State’s TD with two scores, fans 
noticeably began moving toward the 
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exits. 

Those who remained were those 
who wanted to see the Josephs, 
Devalls, and Leodis Flowers (three 
carries, 18 yards). 

Not every game can be like Texas 
A&M, UCLA, and Oklahoma. 

“T appreciate (the break) a lot. 
A&M was a hard-fought battle?’ Coop- 
er said. “T wouldn’t call it a week off. 
It’s just a week to get ready for 
UCLA.’ 
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Although Nebraska had an easy 
time with Utah State Saturday, 
Husker players insisted the Aggies 
were no pushover. 

Outside linebacker Broderick Tho- 
mas, who recorded five solo tackles, 
said, “It was not a day at the office. 
I’ve got a few bruises to show that.’ 

The All-American said it made no 
difference what team was on NU’s 
schedule between UCLA and Texas 


_ NOTES & QUOTES 


A&M. The Cornhuskers would have 
played the same way — intense. 

“They could have stuck anybody in 
there,’ he said. “We don’t mind.” 

Second-team linebacker Chris 
Caliendo saw more playing time 
against Utah State than he did in the 
Kickoff Classic. 

The junior letterman, playing be- 
hind redshirt sophomore Pat Tyrance, 
became noticeable during a late 
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same time. 
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Touch Calling 


Dial your phone faster with fewer errors. It's easier too. 


Lincoln Telephone 


Your communicationconnection. 


* Custom Calling is not currently available to all LT&T customers. Call your local 
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third-quarter series. 

On first down, Caliendo was in a 
stunt with the defensive tackle. As 
soon as Aggie quarterback Brent 
Snyder handed off to Brett Payne, 
Caliendo said he knew the play was 
a dive. 

The 240-pound Caliendo stripped 
the ball from Payne. 

“T knew it was a fumble,” he said. 
“There was such a big crowd, I didn’t 


| know where it was.’ 


Payne recovered the ball for a one- 
yard loss and the Aggies were forced 
to punt three plays later. 

After holding up the guard for 
Richard Bell to rush on the first all- 
out punt block and being stopped by 
the protection man the second time, 
Caliendo got his hand on the kick the 
third try. 

“There was no way he was going to 
get that off,” he said. “I was left wide 
open. I hit it so hard I thought the 
thing was in the end zone. As soon as 
I hit it, it just disappeared.” 

The blocked punt eventually led to 
a Nebraska touchdown. 

Quarterback Steve Taylor stated 
that UCLA will present a large 


| challenge for the Cornhuskers. He 


claimed the Bruins have incentive. 
“They're tired of getting beat by 


| us,” Taylor said. Nebraska has defeat- 


ed UCLA the last four meetings be- 
tween the two schools, 1973, 1983, 
1984, and 1987, while UCLA won in 
1946, 1948, and 1972. 

Coach Tom Osborne posted his 
first (1973) and 100th (1983) career 
victories against UCLA and Bruin 
coach Terry Donahue will go for 
career win No. 100 against the 
Huskers Saturday. 

Reggie Cooper, NU starting strong 
safety, said Aggie quarterback Snyder 
was quicker and smarter than A&M 
signal-caller Bucky Richardson. 

He called UCLA quarterback Troy 
Aikman even better. Cooper said the 
Cornhuskers’ front-line defenders will 
be a key to stopping Aikman next 
Saturday. 

“Tf we shut down the run early like 
we did against Utah State, they'll 
(UCLA) have to put it up,” he said. 

Place-kicker Chris Drennan, who 
did not boot a ball in the Meadow- 
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lands because of a sore quadricep, 
kicked Nebraska’s third, fourth, 
seventh, and eighth PATs Saturday. 

The four extra points boosted 
Drennan’s school-record of consecu- 
tive PATs to 57. The Cypress, Calif., 
junior made all 53 of his attempts a 
year ago. 

Saturday’s attendance of 76,233 (an 
NCAA record 156th consecutive 
Memorial Stadium sellout) represent- 
ed the largest crowd to ever see a 
Utah State football team play. The 
previous high of 75,953 also met in 
Memorial Stadium when the Aggies 
visited in 1979. 

Nebraska improved its series 
record against Utah State to 5-0, and 
the Cornhuskers have outscored the 
Aggies, 224-52. Utah State, 5-6 a year 
ago and tied for second in the Pacific 
Coast Athletic Association (renamed 
the Big West Conference since last 


season), have been selected as 1988 
preseason conference favorites. The 
Aggies compete in the same league 
as UNLV, a Husker opponent Octo- 
ber 1. 

In a 56-12 victory against Utah 
State a year ago, Nebraska returned 
two punts for touchdowns. Saturday, 
the Cornhuskers returned just three 


of Louie Aguiar’s punts for a total of 


23 yards. Aguiar punted six times for 
an average of 33.3 yards and had one 
kick blocked. 

“We didn’t get the big punt returns 
like we did last year, but we did have 
a pretty good rush and we did get to 
one so I think the kicking game was 
a plus,” said Osborne. 

Nebraska improved its all-time 
record in home openers to 75-19-4 
with the Utah State victory and 
49-13-3 in Memorial Stadium. Os- 
borne is now 14-2 in home openers. 


Utah State Coach Chuck Shelton 
was not disappointed in the loss, 
necessarily, but the Aggie mentor 
thought the margin of victory could 
have been less. 

“We had two times in the first half 
where we dropped a ball when 
it would have been a first down and 
then one time we were third-and-one 
and we didn’t get a first down,’ 
he said. “Those are things that can 
keep the score respectable and 
people who don’t think there’s a 
difference between getting beaten 
63-13 and 40-13 haven't been on the 
sideline.’ 

Remember, there will be no issue 
next week. Your next issue will be 
printed in two weeks because of the 
open date. 

On the Cover: I-Back Tyreese Knox 
rambles on the Aggies. Photo by John 
Bill. 
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HUSKER CLOSE-UP 


Doing Double Duty 


What a difference a year makes. 
Nebraska’s defensive secondary has 
changed so dramatically, it’s like night 
and day. Winter and summer. Start- 
ing and playing backup. 

For the second week in a row, the 
Black Shirt DBs played a whale of a 
game, which contrasts to the media 
and fan criticism of 1987. What had 
been a black eye last year is now a 
group of athletes who're leaving op- 
ponents bug-eyed. 

Part of the secondary’s success can 
be traced to Mark Blazek, a 1987 
starter who is a 1988 backup, but who 
is probably making as big a contribu- 
tion — if not even bigger — this year 
coming off the bench. 

Against Utah State, Blazek made an 
end zone interception to kill an Ag- 


gie threat, and against Texas A&M, 
Blazek registered five tackles. Even 
though he comes off the bench, he’s 
still considered by Defensive Coordi- 
nator Charlie McBride to be a co- 
starter. 

“T’'m seeing about as much playing 
time as I did last vear, it’s just that 
now I’m playing both free safety and 
strong safety,’ says Blazek, who owns 
six career interceptions. “Our front- 
line safeties — Reggie Cooper, Tim 
Jackson and myself — all bring some- 
thing important to the secondary. My 
role is simply different from last year, 
but it’s obviously working.” 

Last season, Blazek worked solely 
at free safety, and he was good enough 
to be recognized as one of the top 
scholar-athletes in the country, In 


1988, though, he’s playing that posi- 
tion as well as strong safety, both in 
backup roles. But he’s also playing 
both positions a lot. 

Other roles in the defensive back- 
field have changed in one year’s time. 
Nebraska uses a new “nickle” forma- 
tion of five DBs when opponents face 
a definite passing situation. It’s 
worked well against A&M and Utah 
State. 

“Tt gives us a different look with 
Lorenzo (cornerback Hicks) coming 
in to play linebacker and Broderick 
(Thomas) strictly rushing the passer, 
which he does very well,” says Blazek. 
“I think it throws the offense off and 
makes it tougher to read our 
coverage.” 

The senior from Valparaiso, Neb., 


We Have A Tremendous Wing Span. 


If you like traditional men’s footwear, it’s time you sized up the Allen-Edmonds Factory Store. We carry 


famous, slightly imperfect Allen-Edmonds seconds in sizes 5-16, AAAA-EEE. 
There's hardly a foot we can't fit. Or individual taste, with our broad choice 
of exquisite styles: wing tips, classic plain toe oxfords, penny loafers, formals, 
walking shoes, you name it. And we now stock other fine brands as well, 
all first quality, again in plenty of sizes. The Allen-Edmonds Factory Store. 
Where our commitment to size selection is unlimited. 


CALL OR SEND FOR OUR NEWEST CATALOG TODAY! 


ALLEN EDMONDS Factory Store 10862 W. Dodge Road, Omaha, Ne. 68154 (402) 493-3500 


ALLEN 
EDMONDS 


Factory Store 


24 September 10, 1988 


was an academic All-American last 
year, posting a 3.957 grade-point aver- 
age in social science education. It’s 
not often a returning academic All- 
American finds himself on the second 
team. Even with his slight change in 
status, Blazek has accepted his new 
role with grace. 

“We're a very unselfish team,’ he 
says. “When you have team success, 
everybody feels good, and I’m still 
very much a part of the team.” 

Blazek also handled a Utah State 
pass with grace, and the result was a 
first-half interception. 

“We were in a pretty good cover- 
age, and IJ think their quarterback was 
actually trying to throw the ball away, 
but he didn’t throw it far enough 
away,’ says Blazek. “I just cut to the 
middle, played the ball and got it.” 

Nebraska's next foe is UCLA, and 
the Black Shirt secondary will learn 
fast if it’s completely transformed. 
Against all-star quarterback Troy Aik- 


Mark Blazek 


man, it will be tough. 

“Troy runs well and has a very good 
arm,” says Blazek. “I respect him a 
lot. But we as players really don’t wor- 
ry about the other team’s press clip- 
pings. Our approach is just to play 


James E. Sherwood 


against ourselves. Our focus is to try 
and reach the goals we set each game 
for us. The Heisman Trophy isn’t on 
our minds. There’s no pressure on us 
just because Aikman gets publicity. 
It'll be a tough game because UCLA 
has quality players, but we're not mak- 
ing this into a showdown between 
their quarterback and our secondary.’ 
One reason the multi-talented Bla- 
zek is continuing to make such a big 
impact may be that he’s finally 
healthy. Co-captain of the defense this 
year with Thomas, Blazek was 
bothered by a hamstring pull for 
much of last fall, and he even missed 
spring practice because of slow re- 
habilitation. His senior season was in 
question. However, he entered fall 
drills healthy, and it’s been evident in 
his aggressive tackling in two games. 
That being the case, some things 
have changed over the past 12 
months, but some haven't. And that’s 
good news for the Black Shirts. 
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Mike Babcock 


Air Osborne 


For those amateur football analysts 
who've concluded that in order for 
Nebraska to beat UCLA this Saturday 
at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, Calif., 
the Cornhuskers will have to pass, 
here are some encouraging words 
from Rich Bell. 

“It’s working out fine” 

The junior wingback, who’s from 
Pasadena, was asked to evaluate 
Nebraska’s passing attack after the 
Cornhuskers’ 63-13 victory over out- 
manned, but game, Utah State. 

Not that Nebraska needed to pass 
much against the Aggies. But playing 
them offered a chance to work on 
some things that might be useful in 
Pasadena. 

Like the pass. Maybe. 

After all, it was a key in last year’s 


42-33 victory over the Bruins in Lin- 
coln. Quarterback Steve Taylor, who 
had drawn unjustified criticism of his 
passing prior to the game, tied a Big 
Eight record by throwing five touch- 
down passes. He finished with 10 
completions in 15 attempts for 217 
yards, 

Without his strong right arm, the 
Cornhuskers would have been in 
trouble against UCLA, which limited 
them to LI7 rushing yards on 47 car- 
ries, an average of less than three 
yards a pop. 

Nebraska won’t win many games 
doing that, unless, of course, its run- 
ning is complemented by productive 
passing. 

Taylor is certainly capable of win- 
ning with the pass. Against Utah State, 


When 
Nebraska's 
had the talent 
(here, Irving 
Fryar), Tom 
Osborne has 
been eager to 
throw. 
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he completed seven of nine passes for 
143 yards and one touchdown. 

He and Bell teamed up on an 
ll-yarder to cap a four-play, 74-yard 
series that illustrated his passing 
prowess. On the first play, Taylor 
found Bell for a 29-yard gain. On the 
second play, he and Dana Brinson got 
34 yards. The third play was a handoff 
to I-back Terry Rodgers for no gain. 

Then came the scoring strike, the 
21st of Taylor’s Cornhusker career. He 
ranks fifth on Nebraska’s all-time list, 
ll touchdown passes behind Vince 
Ferragamo and Jerry Tagge and 13 be- 
hind Turner Gill. David Humm is first 
with 41. 

Anyway, during the week prior to 
the Utah State game, “we were watch- 
ing films of last year’s games,” Bell 
said of himself and the other receiv- 
ers. “Everybody was saying how they 
feel so much better this year. We were 
younger and still learning. The unity 
is there now. We feel older, more 
mature. 

“We have a great group of receiv- 
ers. On any given week, it can be any- 
body. Morgan (Gregory) led us last 
week. It was me this week, and it 
could be Dana (Brinson) or someone 
else next week.’ 

Bell caught three passes against 
Utah State, good for 77 yards. Gregory, 
who. caught four passes for 44 yards 
in the Kickoff Classic victory over 
Texas A&M, had two receptions for 24 
yards. 

In the two games, Nebraska’s quar- 
terbacks have completed 21 of 35 
passes for 294 yards. Nine Corn- 
huskers have caught at least one pass. 

And one of those nine is an I-back, 


junior Ken Clark, who made a twist- 


ing, one-handed catch during a 
preseason scrimmage that showed 
what kind of a receiver he can be. 
Clark’s pass catching ability adds an 
important dimension to Nebraska's 
offense. 

The I-backs caught only two pass- 
es a year ago, and Clark had one of 


them, 

Taylor has 18 of the completions 
this season, in 31 attempts, and 268 
of the yards. He also threw a touch- 
down pass to tight end Todd Millikan 


in the second half of the Kickoff 


Classic. 

Taylor is a better passer this year 
than he was last year and he was bet- 
ter last year than he was the year be- 
fore. Bell should know. The two came 
into the program together, teaming up 
on an undefeated freshman-junior 
varsity team so regularly and success- 
fully that they were often compared 
to Gill and Irving Fryar at a similar 
stage. 

In five games, Taylor completed 19 
of 32 passes for 425 yards and five 
touchdowns. Bell caught 10 passes for 
261 yards and three touchdowns. And 
the team averaged 46.2 points per 
game. 

“We're going to get it back the way 
it was,” says Bell, who's seen indica- 


tions of that in the first two games this - 


fall. “It’s starting to come back. I’m 
feeling really comfortable with the 
offense. 

“We have so many people 
(receivers) stepping forward, and | felt 
I had to, too. I remember when we 
were freshmen, Steve would get in 
trouble and I’d come back for the ball. 
That’s the way it should be, I think.” 

Bell doesn’t consider himself Tay- 
lor’s only outlet, though. “We have so 
many good receivers out there, every- 
body’s going to get a shot,” he says. 

Taylor seemed to lose his touch as 


a sophomore, completing only 52 of 


124 passes (41.9 percent) for 808 
yards and six touchdowns. He threw 
seven interceptions. But he main- 
tained he was a better passer than 
that, an assertion he backed up in the 
1987 Sugar Bowl. 

In the Cornhuskers’ 30-15 victory 
over Louisiana State, Taylor complet- 
ed LU of 19 passes for 110 yards and 
one touchdown, to earn the bowl’s 
most valuable player award. 

Taylor continued his improvement 
as a passer last season, completing 57 
of 123 (46.3 percent) for 902 yards 
and 13 touchdowns. In addition to the 
record-setting, five-touchdown pass- 
ing assault on UCLA, he threw four 


touchdown passes in a 42-7 victory 
over Missouri. 

He was intercepted nine times. 

This season, Taylor is throwing the 
ball even better, according to Bell. 

“For one thing, Steve’s confidence 
level is riding real high,’ Bell says, 
“He’s telling us, ‘Hey, you run the pat- 
tern hard, and I'll get you the ball? 
Last year, we weren't getting that kind 
of feedback from him. He’s matured 
so much, It’s great.” 

Nebraska’s offensive line also 
looked sharp protecting Taylor in the 
Utah State victory, Several times, he 
seemed to have as much time as he 
needed, standing alone, waiting, while 
Bell or one of the other receivers got 
open, 

Just like old times, as Bell said. 

Taylor isn’t going to drop back and 
throw the ball 30 times a game. 

Osborne, whose teams once relied 
heavily on the arms of Ferragamo and 
Humm, has gotten increasingly in- 


volved in option football to the degree 
that the Cornhuskers have even 
shown some wishbone sets in their 
two victories. 

But that doesn’t mean they can’t 
pass if they have to. Nebraska won't 
match UCLA pass-for-pass on Satur- 
day. Don’t expect the Cornhuskers to 
fill the air over the Rose Bowl with 
footballs. Taylor and Troy Aikman, the 
Bruins’ Heisman Trophy candidate 
quarterback, won’t stage a passing 
duel, 

Aikman, for whom Oklahoma 
coach Barry Switzer once tried to re- 
design his offense, is a passer, while 
Taylor is a runner, predominantly, But 
if the need arises, Taylor can put the 
ball in the air. Don’t think he can’t. 

If Nebraska has to pass to win, the 
Cornhuskers can do it. 

That doesn’t mean they will. But 
they have the capability. If that’s your 
concern, you can rest easy. 


Take Bell’s word for it. 
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Predictions 


Huskers To in Troy 


Steve Sipple, Daily Nebraskan, Lin- 
coln, Neb.: “I think Nebraska will win 
this contest easily, I admit it'll be 
tough to beat UCLA at the Rose 
Bowl, but if one team can do it, it’s 
the Huskers. Troy Aikman is great, 
but he won’t beat Nebraska himself. 
Nobody can. Nebraska's secondary is 
exceptional. They proved that against 
Texas A&M. Our linebackers are also 
great. Broderick Thomas and LeRoy 
Etienne are two of the best in the 
nation, 

“Our defensive line is not as strong 
as it has been, and that scares me a 
bit. When Nebraska plays a team with 
a very physical offensive line, they 
might have some problems. Another 
thing that scares me is playing on 
grass. It seems to me the Huskers are 
always one step slower when they play 
on grass. My pick is Nebraska, 35-14. 
Even though they start at dusk in 
California, the time of day won't be 
a factor. The grass is the only factor 
that worries me. Aikman is one of the 
best quarterbacks to come along in 
years. But if the Bruins think Aikman 
can defeat Nebraska by himself, they 
are sorely mistaken.” 

Larry Morgan, San Gabriel Valley 
Tribune, West Covina, Calif: “Troy 
Aikman is the No. 1 quarterback in 
the nation and he'll be the first quar- 
terback taken in the next NFL draft. 
When he throws the football, it isn’t 
a “wobbler”’ It’s like a pass from John 
Elway. Aikman has a cannon for an 
arm. When vou complete 65 percent 
of your passes like he did last year, you 
know he has a lot of sheer talent. 

“The best thing about having Troy 
as your quarterback is he doesn't 
make mistakes. He has been the 
savior of the UCLA football team. He 
is simply a phenomenal athlete. 

“As for the grass, I can’t see how 
anything would slow Nebraska down. 
Playing in front of 80,000 UCLA fans 
will help to get the Bruins pumped 
up. When you play a team like 


Nebraska, it helps you to get ready for 
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your conference schedule. The play- 
ers have been looking forward to this 
game. Everyone says they weren't 
looking past San Diego State, but I 
really think in the back of their minds, 
they were thinking about Nebraska. 

“Nebraska will be able to use their 
powerful running attack against the 
Bruins. UCLA's linebackers are very 
fast and they can keep up with Steve 
Taylor, but the power running is 
where Nebraska could hurt UCLA. 
Carnell Lake is one of the best line- 
backers in the country and he'll be 
doing his best to keep Taylor in check. 
I look for this to be a very interesting 
game. The key for UCLA will be how 
well the offensive line can protect 
Troy Aikman and how much time they 
can give him to find an open receiver. 

“T look for this to be a very close 
game with the score winding up 
something like, 24-21. I don’t know 
who'll win, but it won't be by more 
than two or three points.” 

Steve Kodad, Columbus Daily Tel- 
egram, Columbus, Neb. “I don't 
think playing UCLA in the Rose Bowl 
will be a factor. Nebraska has a great 
defense, and they'll be able to shut 
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Troy Aikman down. Look what they 
did to Bucky Richardson in the Kick- 
off Classic. He got 46 yards, and Texas 
A&M didn’t win the game. Our defen- 
sive backs play great coverage, and 
they don’t give a receiver much room. 
That means if a quarterback doesn’t 
throw the ball just right, Nebraska 
will have a good shot at it. 

“One of the keys will be the abili- 
ty of the defensive line to get a good 
rush on Aikman and not let him have 
all day to find a receiver. Our defen- 
sive backs are good, but they can't 
cover a receiver all day. Blitzing Tho- 
mas and Etienne might solve the 
problem, but if you blitz too much, 
Aikman could burn you. A lot of peo- 
ple think Nebraska is doomed when 
it plays a game on grass, but I don’t. 
They'll have all week to practice on 
the grass and get used to the way it 
feels. You make cuts differently on 
grass than you do on the turf, so I 
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think that it'll just take a couple of 


practices to get used to. 

“One thing that pleased me to see 
against A&M was that the Huskers got 
stronger as the game went on. Our 
offensive line took charge. I consider 


this offensive line one of the best 
Nebraska has had in some time. 
Nebraska will ruin the Bruins, 28-7. 
They will shut Troy Aikman down 
with their fine defense. Nebraska han- 
dled a “passing team” very well in the 
Kickoff Classic, and I feel that they 
will be able to do it again in 
Pasadena.” 

Betty Johnson, The Compton Bulle- 
tin, Compton, Calif.: “Coach Dona- 
hue says the team is really looking 
forward to playing Nebraska and I can 
see why. The Huskers are always na- 
tional contenders and when you get 
a chance to play a tradition-rich 
school like Nebraska, you savor it. He 
also says they are very optimistic 
about winning. Everyone in Califor- 
nia thinks Troy will have a great game. 
They have a very talented secondary, 
but Troy can slice any seconday in the 
nation apart. There is a lot of pressure 
on Troy and UCLA to win and set the 
tempo for the rest of the year, includ- 
ing a trip to the Rose Bowl and a pos- 
sible national title. 

‘Beating Nebraska could be the 
start of a great year. Nebraska is a very 
tough football team, but I think 
UCLA can handle them, I don’t want 
to name a score but look for the 
Bruins to win the game behind the 
arm of Troy Aikman and the defense 


Restaurant & Lounge 
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of our linebackers.” 

Lori McGinnis, United Press Inter- 
national, Lincoln, Neb.:; “Everybody 
in Nebraska knows Troy Aikman is 
great, but everyone also knows that 
Nebraska has handled great quarter- 
backs in the past. The grass in the 
Rose Bowl won't be a problem. Coach 
Osborne will have his players practic- 
ing on it all week, and he'll have them 
prepared to play, no matter what kind 
of a surface they play on. 

“Even though the game is starting 
at 5 p.m. California time, that won't 
bother Nebraska. They're used to 
playing in every kind of lighting. I 
look for Nebraska to stick to their bas- 
ic game plan and run it. Just because 
they're playing a passing team does 
not mean Steve Taylor has to air the 
football out. He could if he had to, but 
running will be enough, and Nebras- 
ka will win, 24-17.” 

Doyle Barlow, Henryetia Daily- 
Freelance, Henryetta, Okla. (Troy Aik- 
man’s hometown): “When I talked to 
Troy a couple of weeks ago, he said 
he was really looking forward to this 
game. When you're from Oklahoma, 
you get fired up for Nebraska. He 
feels like he can do well against the 


Nebraska defense. Troy is the kind of 


kid who puts a lot of pressure on him- 
self to win a game single-handedly. 


That’s not always good. Nebraska real- 
ly made UCLA and Troy look bad last 
year, so there may bea slight revenge 
factor, 

“After all, the Huskers have to trav- 
el west and play on UCLA's home turf 
and in front of their fans. UCLA looks 
at this as a key game before they be- 
gin their conference schedule. If they 
do well against Nebraska on national 
TV, that will serve notice to the na- 
tion that UCLA is for real and Aikman 
is a top Heisman candidate. 

“Nebraska has a veteran secondary 
which could give Troy problems, 
but their secondary could give any- 
body problems. Troy really worked 
hard during the summer to get 
ready for this season, He worked out 
against Lester Hayes and Mark 
Haynes of the Los Angeles Raiders so 
he could learn to read defenses bet- 
ter. Natural grass won’t be a factor. 
When you are as loaded as Nebraska 
is, What you play on is the least of your 
worries, 

“UCLA has brand-new receivers 
without big-game experience. They 
opened with San Diego State, but 
that’s not Nebraska, Aikman must get 
used to his receivers and how they 
react to “big game” pressures. They'll 
be strong come conference time, but 


not vet. Nebraska 35, UCLA 28.’ 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


UCLA 


The force is with us. When Nebras- 
ka and UCLA clash in the Rose Bowl, 
some of college football’s biggest 
names will fight a Star War. 

Coach Terry Donahue is a star 
coach. Carnell Lake is a star lineback- 
er. Alfredo Velasco is a star kicker. 
And quarterback Troy Aikman is 
nothing short of a super nova, at least 
according to the national media. The 
Bruins will be tough. 

Offensively, tailback Eric Ball 
replaces Gaston Green, who was de- 
Heismaned by Nebraska last year. Ball 
is considered a quality back. Frank 
Cornish is a top-notch center and 
guard Rick Meyer is also a returning 
starter. But UCLA must integrate 
three new offensive linemen into its 
pass-block scheme. They’re good 
players who got needed experience in 
spring practice. 

Where the Bruins may be hurting 
is at wide receiver, where they lost 
record-setting Willie Anderson and 
Paco Craig, the squad’s two leading 
pass-catchers last year. Of course, 


The Report Card 


POS. UCLA 


30 September 10, 1988 


Quarterback Troy Aikman 


Velasco is a deluxe offensive threat, 
hitting 20 of 24 field goals last year. 

On defense, UCLA has two stud 
outside linebackers: Lake and Eric 
Smith. But that’s what Texas A&M 
claimed, too. Inside, Chance Johnson 
is also a deluxe linebacker. 


Nebraska vs. UCLA 


When: 7 p.m. (Central), Saturday, 
Sept. 10, 1988. 

Where: Rose Bowl, Pasadena, ~ 
Calif. 

Media Coverage: ABC-TV, 
Husker Radio Network. 

UCLA Facts: Coach — Terry 
Donahue (UCLA, 1967), enters 
his 13th season with a career 
record of 99-36-7, all at UCLA. 
School Colors — Blue and Gold. 
Nickname — Bruins. Conference 
— Pacific 10. Enrollment — 
33,000. Basic Offense — multiple. 
Basic Defense — 3-4. 

The Series: Nebraska leads, 4-3, 
having won the last four. In 1987, 
Steve Taylor threw five touch- 
downs to lead the Huskers to 
their fourth rout of UCLA, but 


Bruins 


Once thought a weakness, the 
Bruin secondary has now blossomed, 
and Nebraska goes against a talented, 
revenge-minded team that has been 
whipped convincingly four times by 
Tom Osborne. 

Strengths: Troy Aikman has a great 
arm and feet. They'll not blitz as 
much as A&M’s, but UCLA’s line- 
backers are outstanding. 

Weaknesses: Maybe not a weak- 
ness, but the offensive line had bet- 
ter jell fast. If Nebraska pressures 
Aikman, it could be a long day. 

Key Matchups: Watch the Bruin 
tight ends and tackles. Their job is to 
keep Broderick Thomas, Jeff Mills 
and the other NU outside "backers 
away from Aikman. Can they do it? 
Also, can Nebraska’s center handle 
noseguard star Jim Wahler one-on- 
one? If so, it’s grind ’em time. 

Statistically: Aikman faced four 
stellar quarterbacks in 1987 (Todd 
Santos, Steve Taylor, Rodney Peete, 
Kerwin Bell) and was statistically out- 
performed each time. 


the vaunted NU rushing game 
was held to 117 yards. Three of 
the four Husker players who 
scored Nebraska’s six TDs last 
year return. Tom Osborne’s teams 
have never scored fewer than 40 
points against this traditional 
Pacific 10 contender. UCLA last 
beat Nebraska in 1972, when 
Efren Herrera kicked a 30-yard 
field goal with 22 seconds left to 
beat Coach Bob Devaney’s final 
Husker squad. In Donahue’s 
12-year career, only two teams 
have scored more than 40 points 
on the Bruins; Southern Cal 
once, and Nebraska three times. 


Tom Osborne 


Huskers Error-Free 


“We're very pleased with the way 
the team performed. I think those 
kinds of games are hard to play and 
hard to get ready for, and I think the 
players did a good job of paying atten- 
tion and working hard at practice. 

“We got a consistent effort. I don’t 
remember a turnover, and I was real- 
ly pleased with that because a lot of 
people handled the ball, four quarter- 
backs and lots of running backs. That 
was one thing we emphasized to 
them, avoiding turnovers. 

“That was really good, going from 
three turnovers to none. I thought we 
looked smoother on offense. Of 
course, the team we were playing 
wasn’t as good a defensive team. 

“The only negative thing offensive- 
ly was, we had a couple of series in 
the second quarter where we got the 
ball down deep and they did a few 
things differently on defense. We 
didn’t guess very well, missed a block 
or two and didn’t move it. 

“Other than that, I thought we 
played a good offensive game. 

“Defensively, we played a tremen- 
dous first half. I was disappointed 
with the one drive in the second half, 
when we had our best people out 
there and they took the ball down the 
field on us. Of course, it is hard when 
you're ahead 28-0 to maintain inten- 
sity on defense. You’ve got to have 
emotion. 

“As for the touchdown at the end, 
we had a lot of new people in there, 
and those things are going to happen. 

“Our kicking game was generally 
good, and we tried to pressure them 
some. We had a block and hassled 
their punter a lot. We didn’t get the 
big returns like we did last year, but 
the kicking game was a plus. 

“We also played without a lot of 
penalties. 

“As far as injuries, the only thing 
that seemed serious was Jeff Mills, his 
shoulder, and he told me after the 
game he was okay. Jamie Worden got 
kicked in the leg. Sam Schmidt was 
still subpar because of his collision 
with Todd Millikan in practice. Todd 
played the first half and said he was 


sore. 

“Jake Young played 10 or 12 plays 
and did all right. He didn’t get hurt, 
but he wasn’t full-speed, either. We 
came out of the game pretty good. 

“I thought we played well against 
Utah State. After the Texas A&M 
game, I didn’t know. I think we're in 
good shape. We're playing a great 


CORNHUSKER 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 
SE 19 Morgan Gregory 6-0 185 jr. 


81 Chip Bahe 5-10 175 so. 
LT 62 Bob Sledge 6-2 270 sr. 
78 Tom Punt 6-8 270 so. 
LG 65 Andy Keeler 6-3 265 sr. 
53 Mark Antonietti 6-2 265 sr. 
Cc 68 Jake Young 6-5 260 jr. 
59 Jeff Anderson 6-4 270 jr. 
RG 76 John Nelson 6-1 260 jr. 
69 Bill Bobbora 6-3 260 jr. 
RT 70 Doug Glaser 6-7 295 jr. 
77 Terry Eyman 6-6 265 so 
TE 43 Todd Millikan 6-3 2450 sr. 
85 Monte Kratzenstein 6-4 225 jr. 
QB 9 Steve Taylor 6-0 205 sr. 
14 Gerry Gdowski 6-1 195 jr. 
FB =. 25 Sam Schmidt 6-1 230 jr. 


29 Bryan Carpenter 5-10 200 ir 


IB 32 Ken Clark 5-9 200 jr. 
20 Terry Rodgers 5-7 170 so 
WB 21 Richard Bell 6-0 195 jr. 


31 Jamie Worden 
16 Chris Drennan 
44 Gregg Barrios 


DEFENSE 


OLB 89 Broderick Thomas 6-3 235 sr. 
42 Jeff Mills -3 220 jr. 

LT 84 Willie Griffin -3 275 sr. 
56 Joe Sims -4 265 so 

MG 74 Mike Murray 10 240 jr. 
63 Brian Edgren 1 260 so. 

255 so. 


91 Kent Wells 
93 Jon Marco 
88 Mike Croel 
55 Randall Jobman 


6 
6 
6 
6 
5 
6- 
RT 95 Paul Brungardt 6-7 
6-5 
6 
6 
6 
47 LeRoy Etienne 6 
6 


WLB 40 Pat Tyrance -2 230 so 
49 Chris Caliendo 6-3 240 jr. 
LCB_ 8 Lorenzo Hicks 6-0 195° sr. 
28 John Custard 5-9 165. sr. 
RCB 5 Tahaun Lewis 5-11 170 so 


10 Charles Fryar «5-10 175. sr. 
SS 17 Reggie Cooper 


23 Mark Blazek 6-2 200 sr. 
s 4 Tim Jackson 6-0 190 sr. 
23 Mark Blazek 6-2 200 sr. 


P 46 John Kroeker 5-11 
48 Scott Beckler 


COACH’S EVALUATION 


team next week. UCLA is a little bit 
of an enigma in that some say they’re 
the best in the country and some say 
they’re no better than eighth, ninth 
or 10th. They’re like A&M in that they 
recruit very well every year. Despite 
the population density, they recruit 
nationally. They get the very best 
players. UCLA and Notre Dame, if 
you look at the Blue Chip lists, year 
in and year out, they’re usually right 
near the top.’ 


BRUIN 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 


SE 4 Reggie Moore 
82 David Keating 
67 Bobby Menifield 
77 Keith Jacobson 
7) Rick Meyer 
73 James Rae 
68 Frank Cornish 
61 Jeff Bailey 
79 lance Zeno 
60 Scott Spalding 
76 Bill Paige 
63 Kipp Kjeldgaard 
81 Charles Arbuckle 
90 Corwin Anthony 

8 Troy Aikman 
6 Jim Bonds 
22 Mark Estwick 

27 Maury Toy 
21 Eric Ball 

30 Brian Brown 
9 Mike Farr 


166 
185 
279 
260 
274 
246 
265 
260 
270 
246 
283 
274 
233 
225 
217 
208 
5-10 223 
6-0 215 
6-1 216 
5-9 185 
5-10 185 
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12 Brendan McCracken 6-0 202 
25 Alfredo Velasco 


5-10 185 
28 Wes Denton 6-1 195 


DEFENSE 


LT 94 Mike Lodish 
64 Jon Pryor 
NG 66 Jim Wahler 
58 E. Onwutuebe 

Bryan Wilcox 
Stacey Elliott 
Carnell Lake 
Roman Phifer 
Chance Johnson 
Doug Kline 
Craig Davis 
Stacy Argo 
Eric Smith 
Marcus Patton 
Darryl Henley 
Randy Beverly 
Matt Darby 
Kelton Alexander 
Eric Turner 
Mark McGill 
Marcus Turner 
Dion Lambert 
Harold Barkate 
Kirk Maggio 


6-3 253 
6-3 246 
6-4 263 
5-10 246 
256 
253 
204 
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Defensive Coordinator Charlie 
McBride has given out 16 “Black 
Shirts” this fall, the most in recent 
memory. In Husker practices, a Black 
Shirt designates a player of first-team 
quality. For McBride to give out 12 or 
13 is not unusual, but 16 is. This year’s 
Black Shirts are (safeties) Mark Bla- 
zek, Reggie Cooper and Tim Jackson; 
(corners) Charles Fryar, Lorenzo 
Hicks and John Custard; (linebackers) 
LeRoy Etienne, Randall Jobman, Jon 
Marco, Jeff Mills, Broderick Thomas 
and Pat Tyrance; (tackles) Paul Brun- 
gardt, Willie Griffin and Ray Valladao; 
plus (noseguard) Mike Murray, 

The notable improvement of Brun- 
gardt has taken some pressure off the 
defensive tackle situation. Brungardt 
has been compared in some circles to 
recently departed Tim Rother, a tall 
and lanky youngster who simply 
needed time to add weight, strength 
and maturity. Nebraska coaches are 
saying Brungardt may have played as 
well as any of the Huskers tackles 
against A&M. 

NU’s Proposition 48s this year are 
Kevin Raemakers and Ernie Beler. 
Both are on campus. 

The lone, true freshman practicing 
with the varsity is fullback Lance 
Lewis of Scott City, Kan., who has the 
physical tools to be a top-quality play- 
er right now. He’s picking up the 
mental side of Nebraska's complicat- 
ed offense at a healthy pace, but it'll 
still take time. Coaches say he is an 
impressive physical specimen. 

The same is being said of quarter- 
back Mike Grant. At 6-foot-2 and 205, 
Grant is a big, tough youngster who's 
shown good leadership and has fit in 
well. The battle to replace Steve Tay- 
lor could be getting even hotter. 

The leaders in that replacement 
race are still Gerry Gdowski and 
Mickey Joseph. Gdowski simply isn’t 
letting go of his No. 2 spot behind Tay- 
lor. He’s an outstanding option QB 
and has championship track speed. 
Joseph may well have a slight talent 
edge, but Gdowski also has a couple 
more years of Husker experience than 
the prep All-American from Loui- 
siana. Gdowski has been likened to a 
quick-footed Clete Blakeman. 

True freshmen David White of 
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Charlie McBride 


New Orleans and Travis Hill of 
Pearland, Tex., were very close to 
practicing with the varsity as line- 
backers until the development of 
walkons Kurt Broer and Dan Svehla 
as capable players at the No. 5 inside 
linebacker spot. 

So you think Nebraska is loaded 
with two outstanding kickers (Gregg 
Barrios and Chris Drennan)? Try 
making it three. Bob Hoover, a red- 
shirt freshman walkon from Omaha 
Creighton Prep, has hit a 50-vard field 
goal in scrimmages and isn’t too far 
behind the Huskers’ first-line players. 
Hoover was even considered by 
coaches for a spot on the trip to the 
Kickoff Classic if Drennan would have 
been scratched completely. 

The last time Nebraska had a pair 
of standout kickers was during the 
1980-81 seasons with Eddie Neal and 
Kevin Seibel. In those two years, Neal 
hit 8-12 field goals and Seibel con- 
nected on 8-17 efforts. 

True freshman Dave Jensen was 
considered a potential varsity contri- 
butor when he arrived on campus, 
but he quickly broke his hand and ap- 
pears to be a likely candidate for a 
red-shirt year. Wingback Tyrone 
Hughes may be in the same boat 
through no fault of his own. Hughes 
has been impressive in drills, and 
Coach Tom Osborne says he would be 
playing varsity ball in almost any other 
year. NU is loaded with talented wing- 


backs (Richard Bell, Dana Brinson, 
etc.) this season. With the departure 
of seniors Brinson and Jamie Worden, 
though, Hughes should get a serious 
look in 1989. 

Word is out that the entire Big 
Eight may go to video tape instead of 
traditional film perhaps as early as 
1989. 

Although he may not be as talent- 
ed in other areas, tight end Monte 
Kratzenstein may actually have the 
best “hands” of all the gifted Corn- 
husker receivers, according to NU 
coaches. 

Jim Wanek, who had moved to 
noseguard when Lawrence Pete origi- 
nally left the team, has been moved 
back to his previous position of offen- 
sive guard, which should help the 
depth concern there. Pete and juco 
transfer Junior Monarrez have shown 
improvement at noseguard. 

Oklahoma has struggled with aca- 
demic and injury problems even be- 
fore its season opener. Starting 
cornerback Lonnie Finch was 
declared academically ineligible as 
well as backup defensive back Cedric 
Davenport. Tight end Bernard Hall 
was thought to solve the Sooners’ 
problem there after the graduation of 
Keith Jackson, but Hall was also a 
grade casualty. Starting noseguard 
Dante Williams may not play until 
early October because of a broken 
leg, plus a pair of starting lineback- 
ers have been nagged by injures. 
However, the offense, including 
Jamelle Holieway, looks up to snuff. 

The Big Eight Skywriters picked 
Broderick Thomas as their preseason 
choice for Defensive Player of the 
Year with LeRoy Etienne coming in 
second, Steve Taylor and Oklahoma 
State quarterback Mike Gundy tied 
for Offensive Player of the Year. 

Word from inside the Husker camp 
is that Pat Tyrance, Mike Croel, Ken- 
ny Walker, and Jeff Mills will be the 
next great wave of superstar lineback- 
ers in the very near future. 

In Henryetta, Okla., home of 
UCLA quarterback Troy Aikman, talk 
is rampant that residents will be bet- 
ting the farm (of which. there are 
plenty) on the Bruins when NU goes 
to Pasadena. 
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‘Prepare to Co mpete in the 
Game of Life. 


Life is a tough game. To come out on 
top, you need innovative game plans 
and an experienced coaching staff to put 
it all together. 


At Security Mutual Life our team 
of professionals can give you the 
competitive advantage. With a product 
line up of personal insurance and fringe 
benefit plans, our team is your best 
defense. 


Just take a look at our winning record. 
Since 1895 we’ve been helping 
Nebraskans successfully plan for their 
future and you can count on us to 
continue that winning tradition. 


Security Mutual 
Life Nebraska 


Insurance Company 


200 Centennial Mall North 0 Lincoln, NE 68508 
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Making the Grade 


THE HUSKER FORMULA 


FOR GRADING A RECRUITING CLASS 


Despite his all-star buildup, I-back Jon Kelley settled into a steady 
but unspectacular Husker career. 


The rating of football recruiting 
classes immediately after signing day 
surely must rate up there with such 
dangerous activities as sticking one’s 
face under the shower head to test 
whether or not the water is scalding 
hot. 

One is very likely to emerge 
red-faced. 

This happens because football 
recruiting classes are typically ranked 
by the star value; who was an All- 
American? Who got the most public- 
ity? Were your “chips” blue, red or 
gold? Newspapers and _ recruiting 
newsletters use these systems because 
they are easily digested by the mass- 
es, fans all over the country. It’s all 
very fun, but this “star” system of rat- 
ing recruiting classes once they’ve 
signed doesn’t take into account the 
special needs and situations at col- 
leges which have landed them. 

That’s the whole point here. 

Nebraska’s on-campus recruiting 
coordinator Dave Gillespie spent a lit- 
tle time thinking about what makes 
Cornhusker recruiting classes great. 
With his input, it’s been possible to 
construct a Husker-style rating of a 
recruiting class. In this case, the class 
of 1983. 

“There are a lot of things you could 
take into account, some of them not 
so obvious,’ says Gillespie, who 
spearheaded the recruiting effort in 
1987 (his first year) which produced 
a highly touted Husker class. “I think 
there’s a lot of value to winning aca- 
demic All-American or academic All- 
Big Eight honors. 

“For us, that’s important. After a 
player’s career is over here, it’s quite 
an honor for him and the school if he’s 
won those kinds of scholar-athlete 
awards.” 

At Nebraska, the little things add 
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up, too. Gillespie says, “Just earning 
a letter and contributing to the first 
several units has tremendous value in 
our system.” The key here is that bod- 
ies are important to Nebraska. The 
Husker coaches break down each 
practice during the fall and spring 
into numerous drill segments, each 
requiring almost an entire unit of 
offensive and defensive players. They 
need bodies, and good ones at that. 

“Just making their grades and 
finishing school has value,” Gillespie 
adds. “It helps the young man once 
he enters the workplace and it speaks 
well of the University. Sure, it’s nice 
when a star athlete is drafted by the 
pros because, again, that speaks well 
of the player and the football pro- 
gram. But, on the other hand, we 
don’t really recruit a player with the 
idea in mind that he’s going to be an 
all-pro. His academic and athletic 
success in college are more our 
concerns.” 

With that in mind, it’s possible to 
assign a simple, Husker rating system 
to any given recruiting class and fol- 
low them year-by-year. In the case of 
the 1983 class, the following point sys- 
tem was made: 

15 points for making All-American. 

10 points for making All-Big Eight; 
and academic All-American. 

5 points for making second-team 
All-Big Eight; and academic All-Big 
Eight. 

3 points for starting. 

1 point for lettering; serving as al- 
ternate; being drafted by the Nation- 
al Football League. 

These points are awarded on a 
yearly basis and are cumulative. 

To get a better feel for how the rat- 
ing system works, here’s a breakdown 
of the 1983 group’s most prolific play- 
er, linebacker Marc Munford. 

Munford arrived in 1983 as a 
6-foot-2, 205-pounder from Littleton, 
Colo., and went through a fairly typi- 
cal freshman year. He started on the 
JV team, played a tad on the varsity 
and generally let the older players 
take charge. There were no points to 
be earned in ’83. 

In 1984, however, Munford earned 
a letter (1 point), started (3 points) 
and was named All-Big Eight (10 


The 1983 
recruiting class 
produced 
three 
superstars, one 
of which was 
Mare Munford 
(41). 


points) for a total of 14 points. He per- 
formed exactly the same in 1985 and 
wrapped up his career in 1986 scor- 
ing the same 14 points as well as mak- 
ing academic All-Big Eight (5 points) 
and being drafted by the pros (1 
point). Therefore, he finished his 
senior year with 19 rating points and 
48 for his career. 

The same formula can be used to 
track any player, past or present. 
Jumping ahead, here’s how current 
Husker linebacker Broderick Thomas 
would shape up under the same 
criteria. As a 1985 freshman, Thomas 
lettered (1 point) and served as a var- 
sity alternate (1 point). As a sopho- 
more, he lettered (1 point), started (3 
points) and made All-Big Eight (10 
points). And last year, as a junior, he 


lettered, started, made All-Big Eight 
and was honored as an All-American 
for a total of 29 points. So you can see 
that with a season remaining, Thomas 
has 45 points and is on his way to 
making the 1985 recruiting class a 
star-studded one. 

To put the point totals in perspec- 
tive, the maximum number of points 
a player could earn in a four-year 
career would be 201. Of course, this 
takes into account that many players 
redshirt and actually spend five years 
on campus. They just don’t get points 
for it. In recent years, however, there’s 
a tendency to see superstar recruits 
being redshirted as freshmen, and a 
freshman redshirt may soon come to 
add points should this system need 
fine-tuning. 
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Back to the boys of ’83, though, 
which was the class that produced the 
seniors of 1986 and 1987. 

While Munford never made All- 
American status, he still scored bet- 
ter than two Huskers who did: 
noseguard Danny Noonan and offen- 
sive guard John McCormick. 


Making the Grade 


How did Munford out-point a pair 
of consensus All-Americans? He did 
it by being a three-year starter and 
making All-Big Eight each of those 
years, whereas Noonan and McCor- 
mick didn’t even make all-conference 
until their senior seasons. When they 
did, though, they made all the all-star 


Danny Noonan wasn’t hyped as an All-American in high school, but 


he became one in college. 


lists. 

McCormick, for example, even ad- 
ded academic All-Big Eight credits to 
his senior season, which helped push 
him up to 47 points career-wise. 
However, he totaled only 4 and 9 
points in his two previous years as a 
starter. He would have caught Mun- 
ford had he been drafted, but the pros 
overlooked McCormick completely, 
mostly because of his 6-1 size. 

Noonan was in the same boat as 
McCormick in that his greatness be- 
came most visible as a senior. He 
finished his career with 40 points. 
That leaves the class of 1983 with a 
trio of superstars (Munford, McCor- 
mick and Noonan) who stood high 
above the rest of their teammates. 

As other recruiting classes mature, 
it will be interesting to see if they fol- 
low the top-heavy pattern of the 1983 
bunch. It could prove to be a lesson 
worth learning. You see, that 
24-recruit class of 1983 actually had 
seven players who didn’t register a 
single point. 

There were plenty of second-tier 
players, however. 

A couple of receivers, tight end 
Tom Banderas and split end Rod 
Smith, scored 20 points apiece as the 
next-highest ranking Huskers from 
1983. That’s quite something for a 
school that generally prides itself as 
being an annual powerhouse in the 
rushing game. In fact, the most strik- 
ing contrast of the class of 1983 is that 
only 3 points were generated from its 
I-back recruits. Novell Jackson and 
Jon Kelley were the only I-back types. 
Jackson was shut out and Kelley 
finished his career as a three-year let- 
terman but not much else. 

Micah Heibel was courted mostly 
as a linebacker, but wound up as a 
fullback, counting up ll career points, 
9 of those coming in his senior year, 
when he was a starter and made aca- 
demic All-Big Eight. 

Scott Livingston was a junior col- 
lege recruit who stepped in immedi- 
ately and made All-Big Eight as a 
senior to finish with 15 career points. 

More than anything, this was prob- 
ably a class of linebackers. Besides 
Munford, Nebraska also signed Steve 
Forch and Kevin Parsons, a couple of 
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steady performers who tallied 18 and 
10 points, respectively, over their 
careers. Parsons, in fact, was the only 
high school recruit who scored points 
each year he was eligible to do so. He 
lettered as a true freshman and again 
as a sophomore before finishing his 
Cornhusker career as a two-year 
starter. 

Tracking the 1983 recruits through 
those early years, it’s easy to see why 
college recruits say it’s hard to judge 
a class until several years down the 
road. At Nebraska it’s even tougher. 
Because of it’s traditional depth, the 
walk-on program and general talent 
on campus, Nebraska’s freshmen 
usually don’t make a big splash, or at 
least they didn’t. Again, Parsons was 
the only 83 rookie who scored rat- 
ing points: one, for lettering. 

The 1987 class, by contrast, gener- 
ated 5 points. Cornerback Tahaun 
Lewis and outside linebacker Mike 
Croel each lettered and served as al- 


Micah Heibel 
was one of 
five prep AIll- 
Americans for 
NU in 1983. 


ternates while strong safety Reggie 
Cooper earned a monogram in a 
reserve capacity behind veteran 


seniors Brian Washington and Jeff 


Tomjack. And these guys weren’t even 
the superstars of the class (the excite- 
ment was over Mickey Joseph, Leo- 
dis Flowers and Nate Turner). 

Of course, Nebraska’s three prep 
All-Americans may well prove to be 
college All-Americans before their 
time is up, but the rise of Cooper, 
Lewis and Croel (none of whom were 
All-Americans out of high school) is 
solid evidence that rating recruits im- 
mediately after signing day can be 
risky at best. Their early success sto- 
ries, of course, are partly due to the 
Huskers needing players at those po- 
sitions, and these freshmen had the 
talent to provide the needed depth. 

Take the class of ’83 again, for ex- 
ample. There were five prep All- 
Americans in that group (Jackson, 
Heibel, Kelley, McCormick and Shep- 


PS sRATING THE cLAss 


OF 1983 


Mare Munford LB 48 
John McCormick OL 47 
Danny Noonan NG 40 
Tom Banderas ie ~ 2) 
Rod Smith SE 20 
Steve Forch [Bae 8 
Scott Livingston P 45 
Micah Heibel er 
Clete Blakeman QB 10 
Kevin Parsons ey 418) 
Lee Jones DT 

Jason Gamble SE 


Von Sheppard 

McCathorn Clayton 
Hendley Hawkins SE 
John Nichols 
Jon Kelley IB 
Gene Chealey 


Shannon Davidson DE 
Scott Hill DB 
Novell Jackson IB 

Bill Macias OL 
Jeff Taylor QB 


1S) 
wo 
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Stephen Thomas DL 


Scoring based on 15 points for All- 
American; 40 points for All-Big Eight plus 
academic All-American; 5 points for 
second-team All-Big Eight plus academ- 
ic All-Big Eight; and 4 point each for let- 
tering, serving as an alternate and 
being drafted by the pros. Points are for 
an entire career. 


pard). Only McCormick, Heibel and 
Shephard became starters. 

Don't get this wrong. Winning All- 
American honors in high school 
doesn’t mean a player is automatical- 
ly going to fizzle out in college either. 
There’s just more to having a success- 
ful college career than press 
clippings. 

What this system also doesn’t take 
into account is Nebraska’s walk-on 
program and how it impacts any given 
scholarship class. 

That’s a story by itself. But just like 
the story of Nebraska’s scholarship 
recruits, it takes several years for the 
plot to thicken. 
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RECRUITING BY REGIONS 


Great running backs can do what 
few others can. If he’s fast and tough 
and smart, the great running back can 
leave the high school campus and 
start as a freshman. Perhaps only 
backs and receivers can say they ac- 
tually have a decent chance of going 
off to college in May and playing as 
college starters in September. On the 
odd occasion, a defensive lineman 
might. It’s very rare for linebackers 
and quarterbacks. Defensive backs 
and offensive linemen, almost never. 

Just look at what Emmitt Smith did 
at Florida in 1987. Darrell Thompson 
of Minnesota ran for 1,240 yards as a 
freshman in 1986, gaining 205 yards 
in his very first game. There have 
been quite a few first-year phenoms: 
Marcus Dupree, Herschel Walker, 
Tony Dorsett, Amos Lawrence and 
many more. 

This week we'll look at this year’s 
great high school running back 
prospects. Some are large, some are 
medium, and some small. All are very 
talented. 


WEST 


The king is unchallenged. Look no 
further than Russell White (6-1, 190, 
4.45) of Encino, Calif., who will make 
any recruiting coordinator look great. 
White averaged over 10 yards a carry 
while rushing for 2,278 yards and 38 
touchdowns last year. He also ran for 


2,150 yards and 31 TDs as a sopho- 
more. 

White must be ranked as one of the 
top running backs in the country and 
perhaps the top player overall. 

White has a nifty 49-foot triple 
jump to his credit as well as a 10.7 in 
the 100 and 21.9 in the 200. Schools 
of note include Notre Dame, Michi- 
gan, Penn State, California and 
UCLA. 


The king is 
unchallenged. 
Look no further 
than Russell White. 


Michael Bates (5-U1, 185, 4.45) of 
Tucson, Ariz., is probably the best 
player in his state. He rushed for 1,404 
yards and 20 touchdowns last year, 
plus 1,138 yards as a sophomore. He’s 
got sprinter speed of 10.2 in the 100 
and wants to pursue track in college. 
Good strength, quickness, toughness; 
he can run inside. : 

As a sophomore, he set an age- 
group record in the 200 meters at 
20.9 and has a 13.7 best in the high 
hurdles. He also catches well. Look 
for Arizona State, Arizona, UCLA, 
Southern Cal, Nebraska, Texas A&M, 
Syracuse, Texas and others. 


Derek Brown (5-10, 185, 4.5) of 


Anaheim, Calif., is only a hair behind 
the fabulous White, according to 
some people. He rushed for 1,483 
yards and 21 touchdowns last year and 
has great pass-catching potential as 
well. Excellent lateral quickness and 
acceleration. Has been compared to 
last year’s prep stud Glyn Milburn. 

Grades could be a problem. Look 
for Oklahoma, Nebraska, Southern 
Cal and others. 

Devon Robinson (6-0, 220, 4.5) of 
Phoenix South Mountain is one of the 
top big men around, combining pow- 
er, agility and speed. He rushed for 
1,205 yards and 16 touchdowns last 
year, averaging 7.5 yards a carry. He 
has 2,453 career yards and 30 touch- 
downs as well. Robinson also plays 
linebacker very well and could be a 
devastating college player at that po- 
sition. Whoever signs him can rest 
easy; Robinson carries a 3.5 gpa. Look 
for Arizona State, Nebraska, Arizona, 
UCLA, Southern Cal and others. 

Finally, John Johnson (5-10, 185, 
4.5) of Oxnard, Calif., looks to be one 
of the best around as he ran for 1,672 
yards and 27 touchdowns last year. He 
ran for over 800 yards in four playoff 
games. Had 1,235 yards and 17 TDs 
as a sophomore. A fine receiver, John- 
son caught 15 passes for 201 yards and 
three scores in 1987. He’s also an ex- 
cellent blocker. Look for UCLA, 
Southern Cal, Arizona, Arizona State, 
Washington, Nebraska, Florida and 
others. 
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SOUTHWEST 


Robert Strait (6-2, 220, 4.55) of 
Cuero saves the Lone Star state from 
having a rather average selection of 
running backs in 1987, but his quali- 
ty more than makes up for the lack 
of quantity. He rushed for 3,515 yards 
and 52 touchdowns on almost 400 
carries last year. Going into his senior 
year, Strait has almost 7,000 career 
yards. 

He’s been compared to the greatest 
Lone Star backs of all time, from 
Campbell to Dickerson. He throws 
the shot-put almost 60 feet. His 
grades are okay. There simply isn’t 
much more to say except hang on for 
a wild finish in February. Look for 
Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, Lousiana 
State, Colorado, Texas A&M, Baylor, 
Michigan, Nebraska, Southern Cal, 
Penn State, Florida and others. 

The second-best running back in 
Texas is probably Tiandre Sanders 
(6-0, 185, 4.5) of Corpus Christi. He 
ran for 981] yards and 16 touchdowns 
in only eight games last year as he was 
hurt some. However, he wasn’t hurt 
two years ago when he ran for 1,204 
yards and 13 touchdowns as a mere 
10th grader. Sanders has 10.4 speed 
in the 100 meters and 21.8 in the 200. 
He’s very strong for his size, bench- 
ing right at 300 pounds. Look for 
Texas, Texas A&M, Oklahoma, Michi- 
gan, TCU, Notre Dame, Baylor, 
Nebraska, UCLA and others. 

The rest of the running backs in 
Texas are closely bunched once you 
get past those two. Odell Beckham 
(5-11, 190, 4.55) ran for 1,215 yards and 
16 TDs last year and about the same 
as a sophomore. He’s also got excel- 
lent pass-catching skills. 

Beckman shows great effort and has 
plenty of grid smarts, which makes 
some people think he could blossom 
into a star this fall. Look for UCLA, 
Nebraska, Oklahoma State, Texas, Ok- 
lahoma, Arkansas, Arizona, Louisiana 
State and others. 

Steven Taylor (5-10, 195, 4.55) of 
Houston is probably the best of sever- 
al top backs out of this traditional 
hotbed of high school football talent. 
He ran for close to 1,000 yards and 20 


touchdowns last year, combining both 
power and speed. He’s also a tremen- 
dous blocker. Look for Texas A&M, 
Oklahoma, Houston, TCU, Texas and 
others. 


THE MIDLANDS 


Dewell Brewer (5-9, 190, 4.45) of 
Lawton, Okla., appears to be head 
and shoulders above the rest. Ran for 
over 1,800 yards and 23 touchdowns 
last year. He’s got 10.3 speed in the 
100. Could be one of the Top 10 play- 
ers in the country. Look for Oklaho- 
ma, Oklahoma State, Notre Dame, 
Nebraska, UCLA, Southern Cal, Mi- 
ami, Louisiana State, Michigan and 
others, 

Ernest Crank (5-l1, 180, 4.55) of 
Bolingbrook, Ill., is the top-rated 
prospect in Chicago. He ran for 1,262 
yards and 16 TDs, averaging 8.7 yards 
per carry. Good acceleration. Crank 
is also an excellent return man and 
defensive safety. Can catch too. Look 
for Iowa, Pitt, Michigan State, Arizo- 
na, Missouri, Florida and Oklahoma. 


Robert Strait has 
been compared 
to the greatest 
Lone Star backs 
of all time, from 
Campbell to 
Dickerson. 


Clinton Lynch (5-11, 180, 4.55) of 
Youngstown, Ohio, was all-state last 
year, rushing for 1,235 yards and 14 
touchdowns. Rarely fumbles. Also 
catches the ball out of the backfield 
and returns kicks. Look for UCLA, 
Syracuse, Pitt, Tennessee, Ohio State, 
Michigan, Michigan State and others. 

James Hill (6-0, 190, 4.55) of 
Widefield, Colo., rushed for 1,838 
yards and 25 touchdowns last year 
and is being called one of the top run- 
ning backs to come out of Colorado 
in years, the last great one being Ter- 
ry Miller, who played at Oklahoma 


State in the mid-1970s. Hill looks good 
going straight up the middle or cut- 
ting back. Great balance and explo- 
siveness. However, he'll have to watch 
his grades. Look for Arkansas, Nebras- 
ka, UCLA, Colorado, Iowa and others. 

Also in the Rocky Mountains, you'll 
find Burnie Legette (6-2, 200, 4.6) of 
Colorado Springs, where he ran for 
over 2,000 yards. He falls into the 
“Big Back” category, having the abil- 
ity to go as an I-back or fullback. 
Legette is an outstanding student, as 
well as an all-around athlete. He was 
a state discus champion as a sopho- 
more and is a fine basketball player. 
He’s a bone-crusher inside and could 
even play linebacker in college. Look 
for Colorado, Nebraska, Stanford, 
Notre Dame, UCLA and others. 

Jermaine Williams (6-2, 195, 4.45) 
of Detroit, Mich., ran for 1,050 yards 
and 11 touchdowns last year and is 
more than just big; he’s got the moves, 
too. He was All-City last year and has 
a 10.6 in the 100 meters to his credit 
as well. He’s got the talent to be an 
outstanding defensive back in college, 
too. By year’s end, Williams could be 
a clear-cut choice as the best player 
in Michigan. Look for UCLA, 
Southern Cal, Oklahoma, Michigan 
State, Iowa, Pitt, Purdue, Minnesota 
and others. 

David Knight (6-0, 180, 4.5) of 
Ames, Iowa, is considered a late 
bloomer by many, but should get 
plenty of attention if he progresses as 
expected this fall. He ran for over 800 
yards as a sophomore and only 650 
last year, but Knight has 10.6 speed 
in the 100 meters and he’s traveled 
the 200 in 21.3 seconds, He’s also a 
400 meter state champion, By im- 
proving his upper-body strength, he 
could move up the charts this year. 


SOUTHEAST 


It all starts with Darrell “Lectron” 
Williams (5-10, 180, 4.5) of Pritchard 
Vigor, Ala., where some of the biggest 
names in college football will be 
recruiting this season. Williams 
rushed for 1,766 yards as a junior, and 
1,228 as a sophomore. Excellent stu- 
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dent. Best player in the state without 
question. The only question is 
whether or not his injured knee will 
be back to 100 percent after getting 
it hurt in last year’s playoffs. If it is, 
“Lectron” should be one of the top 
running backs in the country. Look 
for Alabama, Auburn, Florida State, 
Nebraska, Tennessee, Miami, UCLA, 
Georgia and others. 


Roosevelt Potts (6-1, 205, 4.5) of 
Rayville, La., is one of the top tailback 
prospects in the entire South. He 
rushed for 1,318 yards and 17 touch- 
downs last year while also catching 12 
passes for 186 more yards. Steady, 
doesn’t fumble and blocks like a wild 
man. He’s also a tough and produc- 
tive middle linebacker, averaging Ll 
tackles a game last season. Can play 
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Recruiting by Regions 


almost any skill position. Look for 
Louisiana State, UCLA, Alabama, 
Texas A&M, Florida State, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, Colorado, Houston and 
others. 

Clyde Allen (5-11, 180. 4.45) of Fort 
Myers, Fla., is the best back in the 
sunshine state as he rushed for 1,170 
yards and 12 TDs last year, averaging 
an impressive 8.5 yards per carry, As 
a sophomore he ran for over 1,200 
yards and 10 scores. A three-year 
starter, Allen could blossom into one 
of the nation’s best. Grades are 
touchy. Look for Miami, Auburn, 
Florida, Florida State, Michigan, Pur- 
due, Ohio State and others. 


If Darrell Williams’ 
knee is 100 
percent, he is 
easily the best in 
the South. 


The state of Florida is blessed with 
several other talented running backs 
to challenge Allen. In south Florida, 
Steve Feagin (5-L1, 190, 4.5) produced 
some incredible numbers last year, 
rushing for 1,700 yards and 22 touch- 
downs. He has over 3,300 career 
yards. His grades could be a question 
mark. Could be an impact player im- 
mediately if he can make his grades. 
If that happens, look for Miami to be 
joined by many more. 

Antonio Lee (6-1, 180, 4.5) of 
Chipley, Fla., is a great athlete who 
must chose between football and 
basketball. He rushed for almost 
1,900 yards and 30 touchdowns in 
1987 while also intercepting 13 pass- 
es as a safety. A natural at either sport; 
he averaged 20 points per game in 
hoops. Look for Miami, Auburn, 
Florida State, Georgia and others. 

Robb Holloway (6-2, 200, 4.55) is 
the best player in North Carolina af- 
ter rushing for 1,987 yards and 27 
touchdowns last year. He’s big, fast 
and unstoppable, averaging over eight 
yards a carry. Comes from a great high 
school program and has the skill de- 
velopment to help right away. Grades 
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are a concern, Look for Clemson and 
UCLA. 


EAST 


Several of the very best running 
backs in America are located near the 


East Coast this year and the contin- ; 


gent is led by Terry Kirby (6-2, 215, 
4.5) of Tabb, Vir., where he might ac- 
tually bring back Player of the Year 
honors from the grasp of Texans and 
Californians. Kirby ran for 2,864 yards 
and 43 touchdowns last year as Tabb 
went 14-0 to win a state title. Just a 
super athlete. All-state in basketball, 
too, and could be a great baseball 
player if he wanted. He’s not too far 
behind Strait in career rushing yards 
(5,301) and touchdowns (73), so don’t 
be surprised if he ends the year as the 
nation’s No. 1 running back prospect. 
Look for UCLA, USC, Virginia and 
many others. 

Some people say Jimmer Bundy 
(6-0, 240, 4.6) of Woodbury, N.J., 
ranks right up there with Strait as the 
best “Big Back” in the country. He’s 
a very punishing inside runner, who 
has most people thinking fullback, 
although Bundy is also an outstand- 
ing linebacker. 

He rushed for 1,406 yards and 25 
touchdowns, averaging over eight 
yards a carry. A great blocker, too. 
Very quick feet and breaks tackles 
with ease. Finds the books a little 
tougher, though, and this could scare 
some people off. Look for Oklahoma, 
Iowa, Michigan, Pitt and others. 

Rudy Harris (6-2, 220, 4.6) of 
Brockton, Mass., also falls into the 
“wide body” classification. As far as 
pure fullbacks go, he could be one of 
the top four or five prospects in the 
entire country. Rushed for 1,263 yards 
and 23 touchdowns. Although he’s a 
power runner, Harris can still get out- 
side and will play tailback again this 
fall. With his great athletic ability, 
Harris also looks like an outstanding 
prospect at outside linebacker. Great 
grades. Look for Michigan, Southern 
Cal, Boston College and others. 

Keith Jeter (5-11, 195, 4.55) of Weir- 
ton, WV., is considered the best run- 
ning back prospect out of that state 


since Curt Warner. He’s played quar- 
terback, tailback and linebacker, ex- 


celling at each position. He ran for 


over 1,200 yards last season. Jeter has 
the potential to explode as a late 
bloomer to steal some All-American 
thunder. His grades are outstanding, 
so if he does catch fire this fall, look 
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for West Virginia to quickly lose its 
lead. 

Overall, 1988 is the year of the “Big 
Back,” at least heading into the young 
high school season. Of course, there 
will be plenty of upsets, injuries and 
late bloomers, so we'll recap all of 
these great players at season’s end. 
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Mike Babcock 


What If? 


HERE'S SOME UNUSUAL FOOD FOR THOUGHT CONCERNING 
HUSKER FOOTBALL AND WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN. 


What if Bob Devaney ran for governor? 


Have you ever wondered what 
would have happened if. . . 

Hey, wait a minute. Let’s establish 
some guidelines for this game, if you 
can call it a game, before we begin. 

The object is to speculate on what 
would’ve happened if certain things 
had happened differently. For exam- 
ple, what if Broderick Thomas, 
Nebraska's All-American candidate at 
outside linebacker, had gone to Ok- 
lahoma? 

The Sooners did, after all, recruit 
Thomas, and he might have consi- 
dered them more seriously if they 
hadn’t wanted him to play defensive 
tackle. 

But Thomas has gone on record 
saying he’s not a down lineman. That’s 
why he prefers being called an out- 
side linebacker rather than a defen- 
sive end. In the National Football 
League, defensive ends are down line- 
men, the same as defensive tackles. 

So what if Thomas had become a 
Sooner instead of a Cornhusker? 
Would he have had to give in and 
been a down lineman, the way he was 
at Madison High in Houston, or 
would Oklahoma coach Barry Switzer 
have let him be an end? 

Think about it. 

How would the course of Big Eight 
football history have been changed? 

Here are 100 “what ifs” to think 
about and maybe spark some idle 
conversation, You can come up with 
some “what ifs” of your own, if you 
like. 

You don’t need the answers. This 
isn’t a test. No No. 2 lead pencils. 

What if there were only 99 ‘“‘what 
ifs?” How about 98? 97? 

1. What if Troy Aikman hadn't 
suffered a broken leg in the 1985 
Oklahoma-Miami game? 
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2. What if Tom Osborne had played 
for the tie in the 1984 Orange Bow] 
game against Miami? 

3. What if Steve Taylor had started 
at quarterback in the 1986 Sunkist- 
Fiesta Bowl game against Michigan? 

4, What if Tom Osborne had called 
a different play on fourth down at the 
goal line in Nebraska's 17-7 loss to Ok- 
lahoma in 1984? 

5. What if Steve Taylor and Broder- 
ick Thomas had refused to talk to 
reporters before the 1987 Oklahoma 
game? 

6. What if Doug DuBose hadn't 
suffered a knee injury prior to his 
senior season, 1986? 

7. What if Turner Gill had signed 
with the Chicago White Sox out of 
high school? 

8. What if Omaha Central’s Sean 
Ridley had gone to Nebraska instead 
of Lowa? 

9. What if Oklahoma State were 
closer than Oklahoma to Texas? 

10. What if Brian Bosworth had 
been penalized for grabbing Keith 
Jones’ facemask during the second 
half of Nebraska’s 20-17 loss to Okla- 
homa in 1986? 

ll. What if Brian Davis hadn't been 
called for a facemask penalty in the 
1986 Oklahoma-Nebraska game? 

12. What if Keith Jackson had gone 
to Arkansas instead of Oklahoma? 

13. What if Nebraska had a petrole- 
um management degree program 
when Spencer Tillman came out of 
high school? 

14. What if the NCAA didn’t exist? 

15. What if Tom Osborne had 
decided to go to Colorado, or the 
Houston Oilers? 

16. What if the Orange Bow] selec- 
tion committee hadn’t forced a 
rematch between Nebraska and Ok- 
lahoma in the 1979 Orange Bowl 
game? 

17. What if Nebraska was a mem- 
ber of the Big 10 instead of the Big 
Eight? 

18. What if Nebraska had one of 
two NCAA Division I football pro- 
grams in the state? 

19. What if the NCAA didn’t allow 
players to walkon? 

20. What if Bob Devaney had 
decided to retire in 1972 instead of 


What if. ..Broderick Thomas had signed with Oklahoma and now 
hated Nebraska? 


1973? 

21. What if Nebraska had back-to- 
back 6-5 seasons? 

22. What if Nebraska ran a wish- 
bone offense instead of the [- 
formation? 

23. What if Nebraska didn’t get a 
bowl invitation? 

24. What if the state of Nebraska 
had a professional football team? 

25. What if college football players 
were paid as state employees? 

26. What if Bob Devaney ran for 
governor of Nebraska? 

27. What if Senator Ernie Cham- 
bers had his way? 

28. What if Dave Burke and Mike 
McCashland hadn't changed jerseys 
in the 1984 Orange Bow] game? 


29, What if Nebraska's nickname 
was still “Bugeaters?” 

30. What if Nebraska’s school 
colors were green and yellow (for 
corn)? 

31. What if Nebraska’s school ini- 
tials were commonly presented as UN 
instead of NU? 

32. What if Nebraska’s main cam- 
pus was located in Omaha instead of 
Lincoln? What about Grand Island? 
Scottsbluff? 

33. What if Doug Wilkening hadn't 
quit the Nebraska football team be- 
fore completing his eligibility? 

34. What if Jarvis Redwine had 
really liked playing at Oregon State? 

35. What if Isaiah Hipp’s middle 
name had been “‘Charles” instead of 
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“Moses?” 

36. What if John Ralston or Hank 
Foldberg had replaced Bill Jennings 
as Nebraska's head coach in 1962? 

37. What if Bill Jennings hadn’t 
been a good recruiter? 

38. What if Chuck Fairbanks had 
remained at Oklahoma as head foot- 
ball coach instead of moving to the 
NFL? 

39. What if Gale Sayers had gone 
to Nebraska instead of Kansas? 

40. What if Frank Solich hadn't 
been impressed looking at films of a 
high school tight end from Mt. Holly, 
N.J., named Irving Fryar? 

41. What if Woodrow Wilson High 
School teachers hadn’t gone on strike 
during Mike Rozier’s senior year 
there? 

42. What if a new Nebraska foot- 
ball stadium had been built between 
Lincoln and Omaha? 

43. What if freshmen were ineligi- 
ble to compete in varsity football? 

44. What if Boyd Epley hadn't in- 
jured his back and continued to com- 
pete as a collegiate pole vaulter? 

45, What if “Bat Husker” had been 
a hit with Nebraska football fans? 

46, What if there was a college foot- 
ball playoff system to determine a na- 
tional champion? 

47. What if Husker Bob’s name was 
really Edgar? 

48, What if McCathorn Clayton 
had been a defensive back from the 
first day he arrived at Nebraska? 

49, What if Nebraska only recruit- 
ed football players from in-state? 

50. What if Nebraska never recruit- 
ed eight-man high school players? 

51. What if Todd Millikan was still 
a linebacker instead of a tight end? 

52. What if Jon Marco played the 
same position at Nebraska that he 
played at Bellevue West High, quar- 
terback? 

53. What if Mike Croel had decid- 
ed to become a wingback instead of 
an outside linebacker? 

54. What if the Big Eight Confer- 
ence had an agreement to send its 
champion to the Rose Bow] instead of 
the Orange Bowl? 

55. What if Oklahoma had won 
“The Game of the Century” in 1971? 

56. What if Missouri’s Joe Stewart 
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What Ife 
—— 


What if.. .the Nebraska 
nickname was still the 
“Bugeaters?” 


had slipped instead of Dave But- 
terfield? 

57. What if Jim McMahon had 
decided to attend Nebraska instead of 
Brigham Young University? 

58. What if Nebraska had never 
recruited a player from Louisiana? 

59. What if Nebraska had never 
been called for holding in the 1982 
Orange Bowl game against Clemson? 

60. What if Turner Gill hadn’t 
suffered a leg injury in the 1981 Iowa 
State game? 

61. What if the 1984 Orange Bowl 
game had been played in Tallahassee 
or Gainsville, Fla., instead of Miami? 

62. What if Kerwin Bell had come 
to Nebraska instead of going to 
Kansas? 

63. What if Marc Munford’s dad, 
Jim, had been a basketball star at 
Kansas Wesleyan instead of Nebras- 
ka Wesleyan? 

64. What if Turner Gill had decid- 
ed to bypass his senior season at 
Nebraska to play baseball with the 
New York Yankees? 

65. What if Dale Klein had a sore 
foot when Nebraska played Missouri 
in 1985? 

66. What if Missouri had beaten 


Oklahoma the week before Nebras- 
ka’s game against Oklahoma in 1987? 

67. What if Nebraska’s defense 
blitzed more often? 

68. What if Tom Osborne had 
wanted to run up the score on Min- 
nesota in 1983? 

69. What if Nebraska’s offense in 
1983 could have been combined with 
the Cornhuskers’ defense in 1987? 

70. What if Dante Wiley had been 
eligible to compete this season? 

71. What if Mickey Joseph had gone 
to Oklahoma instead of coming to 
Nebraska? 

72. What if Jimmy and Toby Wil- 
liams had been offered scholarships 
by some major college near their 
home in Washington, D.C.? 

73. What if Roger Craig had decid- 
ed to quit and go home after a frus- 
trating first game against the 
Wyoming junior varsity his freshman 
year at Nebraska? 

74. What if Mike Trope had some- 
thing better to do than publicly attack 
Tom Osborne? 

75. What if Nebraska hadn’t had 
back-to-back 6-4 seasons in 1967 and 
1968? 

76. What if the businessmen in 
Omaha who circulated a petition to 
dump Bob Devaney as Nebraska foot- 
ball coach following the 1968 season 
had actually succeeded? 

77. What if Memorial Stadium had 
a natural grass surface instead of ar- 
tificial turf? 

78. What if there were no limit to 
the number of scholarships a team 
could give? 

79. What if Proposition 48 hadn't 
been passed by the NCAA? 

80. What if the National Football 
League regularly signed players be- 
fore their four years of collegiate eligi- 
bility was used up? 

81. What if Bill Shepard hadn't 
cleared the snow off the field in 
Memorial Stadium at halftime of the 
Nebraska-Kansas State game in 1986? 

82. What if Lyell Bremser had ex- 
claimed: “Golly, all you folks out there 
in radio land...” instead of “Man, 
woman and child...” 

83. What if Tom Osborne were the 
head coach at a school located in a 
major metropolitan area, like Notre 


Dame or Southern Cal? 

84. What if Bob Devaney had 
picked one of his other assistants to 
succeed him as head coach at 
Nebraska? 

85. What if Colorado coach Bill 
McCartney had designated Oklahoma 
instead of Nebraska as the Buffaloes’ 
No. 1 rival? 

86. What if Nebraska could only 
redshirt players because of injury? 

87. What if more Kansas State fans 
than Cornhusker fans attended a 
Nebraska-Kansas State game in Man- 
hattan, Kan.? 

88. What if Neil Smith had been 
completely healthy for the Nebraska- 
Oklahoma game in 1987? 

89. What if it didn’t really matter 
who won or lost but rather how you 
played the game? 

90. What if winning wasn’t every- 
thing or the only thing? 

91. What if Nebraska’s games in 
Memorial Stadium all started at the 
same time? 

92. What if there were ample park- 
ing adjacent to Memorial Stadium? 

93. What if Broderick Thomas and 
LeRoy Etienne hadn’t gotten along 
the first time they met, during a 
recruiting trip to Texas A&M? 

94, What if the Penn State tight 
end had been ruled out-of-bounds 
during the wild finish to Nebraska's 
loss to the Nittany Lions in State Col- 
lege, Pa., in 1982? 

95. What if Jake Young had decid- 
ed to take the interest on ‘1 million 
he could’ve won for making a length- 
of-the-court shot at halftime of a 
basketball game he attended on a 
recruiting trip? 

96. What if Vince Ferragamo, not 
Steve Bartkowski, had won the start- 
ing quarterback job at California? 

97. What if John Rudd had hit Ok- 
lahoma’s Kelly Phelps any harder dur- 
ing the 1978 game in Lincoln? 

98. What if Danny Noonan had 
never gained a pound after he arrived 
at Nebraska from Lincoln Northeast 
High? 

99. What if George Andrews, the 
“Smiling Assassin,’ hadn’t been so 
good-natured? 

100, What if there was someplace 
like Nebraska? 


“ONE OF THE 
LARGEST 
WINE SELECTIONS 
IN THE U.S.A.” 


DISCOUNT PRICES ® CASE DISCOUNTS 
FINE LIQUORS & WINES & BEER 
LINCOLN’S HEADQUARTERS FOR KEGS 

YOUR COMPLETE PARTY 
HEADQUARTERS — WEDDINGS 
RECEPTIONS — ETC. — ICE 
GLASSES — SNACKS 
BARTENDER SERVICE AVAILABLE 


“LINCOLN’S LIQUOR 
SUPERMARKET” 
5400 SQ. FT. OF SHOPPING SPACE 


19th & “N“ St. 
Plenty Of Off Street Parking 
Shopping Carts - 7 A.M. To 1 A.M. Daily 
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Q: I’ve seen it a couple of times in 
a few games, so I was wondering what 
the theory is behind just showing the 
wishbone look, very similar to occa- 
sionally showing a spread set. How 
does the wishbone formation help us? 
Gregory Rogers, Tacoma, Wash. 


A: It’s kind of like anything you do 
on offense. If you start having some 
success with it and somebody doesn’t 
line up very well defensively against 
it, you might end up using it a whole 
lot. We plan to use it some. We maybe 
used it a little less than we thought 
against Texas A&M because of their 
style of defense. 

I got a little hesitant to use the 
wishbone against Texas A&M because 
of all the stunting the Aggies were do- 
ing. I was afraid of turnovers. We'd 
dropped the ball a couple of times 
and I didn’t want to use high-risk 
plays. It’s something maybe we should 
have used to add a dimension to our 


ASK TOM 


offense, but it looked like we were 
getting the game under control. 

I'd say the wishbone is in our plans 
this season. It’s not major right now. 
It could be, though. 


Q: Congratulations on another 
recruiting class that I think will be 
very good, even if some recruiting ex- 
perts don’t think so. My question is, is 
there any state in America that we 
haven’t signed a recruit from? David 
McCullough, Sidney, Neb. 


A: Actually, there are several states 
from which we haven't signed a 
scholarship recruit. According to a 
newspaper story a year or so ago, 
we've signed at least one high school 
scholarship recruit from 35 states in 
the last 14 years. That total includes 
Nebraska. Most of them have come 
from here, of course. 

Here is the breakdown, according 
to the newspaper’s research. 


The perfect gift for any ‘Big Red Head." Printed on sweatshirts $23.95 or T-shirts $11.95. 


Available in red or white 


M-L-XL only. Prices include shipping. Nebraska residents 


add 5.5% sales tax. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. MasterCard & VISA Accepted 


Name 

Address 
City_______State_____ Zip 
Send Check or Money Order to: 
M.A.D.INK P.O. Box 4775 
Lincoln, NE 68504 


Red Wht 
_ Sweatshirts $23.95 
SS = TANS SITS Saas ———_ 
Subtotal ............ ——— 
Sales Tax 5.5%...... —! 
Total Enclosed...... ——— 


The top 10 states, and the totals, 
are: Nebraska (143), Texas (30), 
California (26), Iowa (17), Missouri 
(17), Minnesota (16), New Jersey (16), 
Kansas (14), Colorado (12), and Wis- 
consin (8). 

The others with two or more: Ari- 
zona (7), Alabama (6), South Dakota 
(5), Louisiana (4), Florida (4), Ohio 
(4), Utah (3), North Dakota (3), Mas- 
sachusetts (2), Illinois (2), New Mex- 
ico (2), Nevada (2), Virginia (2), and 
Washington (2). 


Q: With our new players coming in, 
what is the Huskers’ current policy on 
how player numbers are assigned 
when they arrive as freshmen? What 
do you do when two freshmen want 
the same number? Also, will you re- 
evaluate No. 20 when Terry Rodgers 
graduates? Jon Henry, El Camino, 
Calif. 


A: About this time of year, our 
equipment manager Glen Abbott 
makes up a list of the seniors, whose 
numbers we'll have open. Guys can 
request a certain number, and Glen 
will make a list and give them first 
consideration when a number is avail- 
able. Of course, we've got to go by po- 
sition in certain situations. But we try 
to give a player the number he wants. 

And we'll go by seniority. 

After spring ball, Glen takes the 
depth chart and tries to honor re- 
quests for numbers. After that, he 
starts assigning numbers by positions. 

He'll often give a number that has 
been worn by an offensive player 
who’s graduating to a defensive play- 
er and vice versa to avoid the confu- 
sion that might come from the fans 
being familiar with a certain player. 
For example, Rod Smith, a split end, 
wore No. 88 during his career here. 
Now, Mike Croel, an outside line- 
backer, is wearing it. 

Johnny Rodgers gave special per- 
mission for his number to be brought 
out of retirement so his son could 
wear it. When Terry is done playing, 
the No. 20 jersey will again be retired. 


If you have questions for Coach Os- 
borne, please address them to Ask Tom 
PO. Box 83222, Lincoln, NE 68501. "i 
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LEE SAPP : 
ENTERPRISES 


LEE’S FORD-MERCURY sop ASHLAND STATE BANK 


OMPLETE MODERN BANKING FACILITIES 
NEW AND USED CARS & TRUCKS CHECKING & SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
FULL PARTS & SERVICE SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES @ ALL TYPES OF LOANS 
RENT-A-CAR VISA & MASTERCARD @ SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 
“It Pays To Drive To Ashland” DRIVE-IN BANKING 
1602 SILVER STREET, ASHLAND, NE “You Really Rate At Ashland State” 
789-7155 @ LINCOLN 2433 SILVER STREET, ASHLAND, NE 
342-6767 @ OMAHA 944-2111 @ ASHLAND 
944-3367 @ ASHLAND 341-5123 @ OMAHA 


Sarl 


LEE SAPP LEASING LEE SAPP INSURANCE 


LEASING PLANS TAILORED TO FIT YOUR NEEDS COMPLETE INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR 
DAY —WEEK— MONTH — LONG TERM HOME — AUTO — BUSINESS — LIFE — HEALTH 
9902 SOUTH 148th STREET 9904 SOUTH 148th STREET 
OMAHA, NE 68138 OMAHA, NE 68138 
402/895-3113 402/895-0990 


4 


Insurance 
Age. 


AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL 


LOCAL, OUT OF TOWN & 
WORLDWIDE RESERVATIONS 
RENT-A-CAR AND TRUCK OF NEBRASKA, INC. 


907 E. LOCUST 
CARTER LAKE, IOWA 51518 
FE renr-a-can ae Credit 
e ED 


RENT A CAR 


‘ S 
Perry J. Strombeck 
Lincoln 
(402) 476-8575 


v 
R.W. “Dick” Bailey. CLU 
Grand Island 
(308) 382-0385 


Milan R. Franzen 


Michel L. Rinehart 
Fairbury 
(402) 729-3339 


Dennis R. Roper 
Keam: 
(308) 237-9600 


Lyle W. Japp, CLU, ChFC John R. Chittick Lee Thiessen 
Omaha 


Henderson 


Lincoln CLU, ChFC 
(402) 476-8575 (402) 496-6400 Falls City: (402) 245-5939 


\ 


Raymond R. Solee 
Lincoln 


Chris B. Krause 


M. Lee Hunefeld Stefan G. Jenkins 


Omaha 


Ron Rapp, CLU, RHU 


PhyllisJ. Andreasen Stan A. Andreasen 


Joe Viock, CLU, ChFC 


South Sioux City Oakland Oakland CLU, ChFC CLU, ChFC Omaha 
(402) 476-8575 (402) 496-6400 (402) 494-3003 (402) 685-6282 (402) 685-6282 Omaha: (402) 496-6400 Valley: (402) 359.2575 (402) 496-6400 
> | To make sure that you and your family reach your financial goals, let us help 


you draw up a winning game plan. A game plan that will assure your family’s 
financial security, protect you against the high cost of illness, and build funds — 
tax sheltered — for a more comfortable retirement. 
Call today. Helping you become a financial winner is our full-time career. 


These are some of the many New York Life Agents in this area — all good people to know. 


5 2 Lincoln General Office: e 
. William S. Jones, Jr. 
oa i oinenne dames W. Rasmussen, RHU, General Manager baat ese ke! 
(402) 476-8575 Cindy Heinrich, Office Manager (402) 476-8575 


Donald Hunter, Sales Manager 

Scott Bowhay, Sales Manager 
Robert Lattimer, Training Supervisor 
1506 First National Bank Building 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

(402) 476-8575 


Nebraska General Office: 


Jerry Roberts, General Manager 
Glenn E. Bartley, Jr., CLU, Office Manager 
: Gary Phillips, Sales Manager 
Michael F. Munter Lee Arellano, Sales Manager 

Lincoln Dave Skutnik, Sales Manager 
(402) 476-8575 Bill Stott, Sales Manager 
GE 9 dames H. Moore, CLU, ChFC, Training Manager 
Phillip L. Bowers, CLU, ChFC, Training Supervisor 
11506 Nicholas, Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 68154 
(402) 496-6400 


Sioux City General Office: 


Mel Adema, General Manager 

George W. Molesworth, CLU, Office Manager 
Ken Wilson, Sales Manager 

Richard Peschan, Sales Manager 

Fred Hahne, CLU, Sales Manager 

Don Means, Training Manager 

Larry Lindstrom, Training Supervisor 

600 Fourth Street, Suite 900 

Sioux City, lowa 51101 

(712) 279-8800 


New York Life.For all of your life. 


B Life, Health, Disability Income, Group Insurance, Annuities, Pension Plans. 
Brad D. Tomek 
Omaha 
(402) 496-6400 


Kurt P. Kollmorgen 


Lincoln 
(402) 476-8575 


Don R. Schaefer 
CLU, ChFC 
Omaha: (402) 496-6400 


Frederic L.A. Cady 
CLU, ChFC 
Omaha: (402) 496-6400 


David M. LeGrand Anne-Marie Bobst Barbara L. Kreifels Chris M. Wadhams Hal D. Haeker irgil C. Darryl B. Hunter Kermit R, Erickson 
Nebraska City Hastings Lincoln Lincoln Alma i Lincoln 


Arcadia 
(402) 873-7477 (402) 462-8366 (402) 476-8575 (402) 488-2682 (308) 928-2900 (402) 488-9092 (402) 476-8575 (308) 789-6507 


